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Summary of the Characteristics of Chiropractors Enumerated
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Executive Summary
I. Chiropractors Covered

1.1 The chiropractors covered in the 2004
HMS were chiropractors registered with the
Chiropractors Council of Hong Kong under
the Chiropractors Registration Ordinance
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(Chapter 428) as at the Survey reference PRI «

date - 31.8.2004.

1.2 The number of chiropractors covered 1.2 B AR S EERL 7L E

was 71.
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covered, 48 had responded to the Survey,
giving an overall response rate of 67.6%.
Among the respondents, 42 were
economically active* in the local
chiropractic profession as at 31.8.2004
whereas six reported to be economically
inactive* in the local chiropractic profession
(Chart A). The terms “active” and
“inactive” were thereafter referred to as
“economically active” and “economically
inactive” respectively.

—=l

IJ E
i R TF"%’*iifji o R
zfg (I P1) - > < U A K T

)RS KD (R
S PR IR AT NG

—

* In the Survey, the criteria used in defining economically active and inactive followed those recommended by the International Labour
Organization, WhICh are also being used by the Census and Statistics Department in Hong Kong.
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“Economically active” chiropractors comprised all “employed” and “unemployed” chiropractors. The “employed” chiropractors
referred to those chiropractors practising in the chiropractic profession in Hong Kong during the Survey period, while the “unemployed”
chiropractors referred to those chiropractors who (a) were not practising in the local chiropractic profession during the Survey period;
and (b) had sought work in the chiropractic profession during the 30 days before the Survey; and (c) had been available for work during

the seven days before the Survey.
T M N R TR A B S L ot kB L e ) ﬁﬂléﬁﬂ LG R
F i Tf(agvtwﬁﬁ]?ﬁ I,EIHgé?Ji‘VZJE&i:?#@EJs I Iiﬂléf P (b) i AR F FUR] 30 RN I 1Y S T F Iiﬁl 5K (c) T AR F
H{] 7 :\Hﬁtgﬁ; !—?}p@zj (23
“Economically inactive” chiropractors comprised the chiropractors who were not practising in the chiropractic profession in Hong Kong
during the Survey period, but excluding those who had been on leave during the Survey period and who were “unemployed”.
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1.4 The survey results presented in the 1.4 Y IREPUGES “ff’*ﬁ“[ Ad N Rl =
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chiropractors practising in the local PR KRR TR )
chiropractic profession as at 31.8.2004.  As B it A NI

certain questionnaires contained missing 73 EEREATR = 1 74 100%

information, percentages presented below
may not add up to 100%.

1.5 Of the six inactive chiropractors, all of 1 5 6 EFE A WA [T (BT
them reported practising overseas / in the H' = Iﬁ ?%@Wi BB R
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Chart A: Activity Status of Chiropractors Covered
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1.6 Among the 42 active chiropractors
enumerated who were practising in the local
chiropractor profession, 33 (78.6%) were
male and nine (21.4%) were female, giving
an overall sex ratio of 367 (males per 100
females). The median age of the 42 active
chiropractors enumerated was 44.0 years
old. The median age of the female
chiropractors enumerated was 36.0 years old
and that for their male counterparts was 47.0
years old.

1.7 In the 2004 HMS, the active
chiropractors enumerated were requested to
indicate the characteristics of their main jobs
and second jobs*, if any. Regarding the
main job, the distribution by sector showed
that all the 42 active chiropractors
enumerated were working in the private
sector. Among them, the majority were in
solo practice (71.4%) and the remaining in
group practice (28.6%).

1.8 Analysed by type of private institution
of the main job, the median age of the active
chiropractors enumerated in solo practice
was 45.0 years old and that in group practice
was 34.5 years old.

1.9 Analysed by the highest percentage of
time spent on the area of work of the main
job, all the 42 active chiropractors spent
most of their working time on service in
chiropractic.

1.6 %i&ﬁgﬁ”} 42 [[rifﬁ‘&*ﬁ?ﬁ,ﬁl s ik
(1733 £(78.6%) » ¢ 1 lﬁg (21.4%) » 78
lfffleJ'*} £ 367 (D1 ¢ Ui ~ )
42 cmrgngdfﬂﬁ @%”EZF“I@?[“+§Tg
44.0 B o AZRET Y PR g g
36.0 % ° %?ﬁ? Rl t“ 47.0 % °

1.7 ¥ 2004 F g g L )k EE
Al PRl (B g “@*F‘fﬁ F"Lﬁ“
LRIV *(i/D"EJ)EIfJ’#] o ;cgj;j; fol 2 1+
S 2 R 53 9 5 T“#ﬂ@% . ;ssz,[;
42 cmgﬁﬁi%‘&*ﬁbd% A =
i [mt VR E TR (71 4%)gu?‘-§< B Py
IR frf S (28.6%) -

L8 2 B O AR R R ) A
pr?%\l%g% ,J@gliﬂiphfﬁﬁﬂi%&?@pﬁ
¢ il TGRS 4.0 5 iy K OIS
34.5 5% °

1.9 ;T = ]E;I l‘f‘ - [ﬁiﬁfﬁi Fl]ﬁﬁ [‘l:EHj‘
fl 157 PR BN 55 T’:F—“E[“' ’ i 42 £ 2
FTHE 5 R P TR

* Main jobs referred to the jobs in which the Chiropractors had spent most of their working time, whereas the second jobs could be

part-time jobs.
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1.10 The median number of hours of work
(excluding meal breaks) per week of the 42
active chiropractors enumerated was 37.0
hours. Five (11.9%) active chiropractors
enumerated were required to undertake
on-call duty in their posts, and their median
number of hours of on-call duty (excluding
normal duty) per week amounted to 5.0
hours. Among the 42 active chiropractors
enumerated, three (7.1%) reported that they
had had second jobs.

1.11 Regarding the average number of
consultation / patient encountered per
working day, 54.8% of the active
chiropractors enumerated reported fewer
than or equal to 20.

1.12 Among the 42 active chiropractors
enumerated, all of them have obtained
relevant basic qualifications in the
profession.  Further analysis showed that
most of the active chiropractors enumerated
held Doctoral degree (81.0%) as their basic
qualifications. The proportion of those
who held Bachelor’s degree and Master’s
degree were 14.3% and 4.8% respectively..

1.13 Of the 42 active chiropractors
enumerated, 25 (59.5%) had received or
were receiving additional training, 14
(33.3%) did not receive additional training,
and three (7.1%) did not reveal whether they
had received additional training or not.
Further analysis showed that of the 25 active
chiropractors enumerated who had
additional training, 16.0% were mainly
trained / being trained in acupuncture,
followed by musculoskeletal diseases
management (12.0%) and nutrition or
rehabilitation (12.0%) (Chart B).
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Chart B : Active Chiropractors Enumerated by Additional

Training
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Il. Trend Analysis

2.1 With the enactment of the
Chiropractors (Registration and Disciplinary
Procedure) Rules(Chapter 428B) in
September 2001, it has been mandatory for a
person practising chiropractic in Hong Kong
to hold a valid practising certificate effective
from February 2003. Between 1996 and
2004, the number of chiropractors increased
from 27 in the 1996 HMS to 71 in the 2004
HMS However, comparison of findings
with those of previous surveys should be
cautious as the survey methodology and
reference date of the 2004 HMS had been
changed (Chart C).
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Chart C :
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2.2 Adecreasing trend was observed in the
proportion of males among chiropractors, as
indicated by a continuous decrease from 2
300 (males per 100 females) in the 1996
HMS to 367 (males per 100 females) in the
2004 HMS (Table A).

2.3 The mean age of the active
chiropractors enumerated remained stable at
around 42 to 43 years old between the 1996
HMS and the 2004 HMS.

2.4 All the chiropractors enumerated from
the 1996 HMS to 2004 HMS were working
in the private sector (Table A).

2004

Figures of 1996 and 2000 refer to the number of chiropractors reported by the responding institutions as at the first of July of the respective years.
Figure of 2004 refers to the number of chiropractors registered with the Chiropractors Council of Hong Kong as at 31.8.2004.
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Table A: Selected Characteristics of Active Chiropractors Enumerated (1996, 2000 and

2004)
*PI "TE{]!EET“& E%‘&?r%‘ﬁ]éiﬂ%{u_ﬁ[ﬁ B (1996 &F ~ 2000 = % 2004 &F )
L Year & 5}
Characteristics ’—1?“1 e
1996 2000 2004
A.Chiropractors Covered
.r 27 48 71
@ﬁﬁéﬂﬁ[r*
B. Active Chiropractors
Enumerated
AR T BT
Number enumerated 24 38 42
AeRhET ~ B
Sex Rl
Male {{% 23 33 33
Female ¢ % 1 5 9
Sex ratio (males per 100 2300 660 367
females)
TR (I £ 1Epvp)
= 80
Mean age SEH4E#: 43.0 42.9 43.7
Sector of work
TrEEER
Private f/ &14%RE 24 38 42
(100%) (100%) (100%)
Notes : * Figures of 1996 and 2000 refer to the number of chiropractors reported by the responding institutions as at the first of July
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of the respective years. Figure of 2004 refers to the number of chiropractors registered with the Chiropractors Council of
Hong Kong as at 31.8.2004.
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As the number of chiropractors involved was very small, the corresponding statistics should be interpreted with caution.
FIVFE T o R [ TR M Bl D o TR | R G -




