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Summary of the Characteristics of Physiotherapists Enumerated
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I. Physiotherapists Covered

1.1  The physiotherapists covered in the
2005 HMS were physiotherapists registered
with the Physiotherapists Board of Hong
Kong under the Supplementary Medical
Professions Ordinance (Chapter 359) as at
the survey reference date - 31.3.2005.

1.2 The number
covered was 1 835.

of physiotherapists

1.3 Of the 1 835 registered physiotherapists
covered, 1 288 had responded to the Survey,
giving an overall response rate of 70.2%.
Among the respondents, 1175 were
economically active* (active) in the local
physiotherapy profession as at 31.3.2005
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and 111 reported to be economically fo* (J'E&Maruq‘i ) (@ FD -

inactive* (inactive) (Chart A).

*In the Survey, the criteria used in defining economically active and inactive followed those recommended by the International Labour
Organlzatlon WhICh are also being used by the Census and Statistics Department in Hong Kong.
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Economlcally active” physiotherapists comprised all “employed” and “unemployed” physmtheraplsts The “employed”
physiotherapists referred to those physiotherapists practising in the physiotherapy profession in Hong Kong during the Survey period,
while the “unemployed” physiotherapists referred to those physiotherapists who (a) were not practising in the local physiotherapy
profession during the Survey period; and (b)had been available for work during the seven days before the Survey; and (c) had sought

work in the local physiotherapy profession during the 30 days before the Survey.
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Economlcally inactive” physiotherapists comprised the physmtheraplsts who were not practising in the physiotherapy profession in
Hong Kong during the Survey period, but excluding those who had been on leave during the Survey period and who were
“unemployed”.
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1.4 Of the 1 175 active physiotherapists, 10
were seeking jobs in the local physiotherapy
profession, and five physiotherapists were
waiting to take up new job in the
physiotherapy profession, starting business
in the physiotherapy profession at
subsequent date or expecting to return to the
original job in the physiotherapy profession,
etc. during the 30 days before the Survey.
The survey results presented in paragraph
1.6 below were based on the 1160
physiotherapists practising in the local
physiotherapy profession as at 31.3.2005.
As certain questionnaires contained missing
information, percentages presented below
may not add up to 100%.

1.5 Of the 111 inactive physiotherapists, 37
reported practising overseas and four
reported practising in the Mainland. 67
reported not practising in the physiotherapy
profession in Hong Kong and not seeking
job in the local physiotherapy profession
during the 30 days before the Survey (Chart
A). Among the 67 inactive physiotherapists
who reported not seeking job, the main
reasons reported for not seeking jobs
included: working in the other professions
(53.7%), engaging in household duties
(23.9%) and undertaking studies (11.9%).
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Notes:

* Figure refers to the number of responding physiotherapists who (a) were not practising in the physiotherapy profession in Hong Kong during the
I:{A ¥ .

Survey period; (b) had been available for work during the seven days before the Survey; and (c) had sought work in the physiotherapy profession
during the 30 days before the Survey.
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T Figure refers to the numiber of responding physiotherapists who (a) were not practising in the physiotherapy profession in Hong Kong during the
Survey period; (b) had been available for work during the seven days before the Survey; and (c) were waiting to take up new job in the
physiotherapy profession, expecting to return to their original job in the physiotherapy profession etc during the 30 days before the Survey.
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¥ Figures refer to the number of responding physwtheraplsts who (a) were not practising in the physiotherapy profession in Hong Kong during the
Survey period; and (b) had sought work in the physiotherapy profession during the 30 days before the Survey; but (c) were not available for
work during the seven days before the Survey.
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1.6 Two physiotherapists did not indicate
their sex. Of the remaining 1 158 active
physiotherapists enumerated who were
practising in the local physiotherapy
profession, 486 (42.0%) were male and
672 (58.0%) were female, giving an overall
sex ratio of 72 (males per 100 females).
19 physiotherapists did not indicate their
age, and the median age of the remaining
1 141 active physiotherapists enumerated
was 32.0 years for both the male and
female physiotherapists enumerated.

1.7 The responding active
physiotherapists were requested to indicate
the characteristics of their main
jobs™. Distribution by sector showed that
about half of the active physiotherapists
were working in the Hospital Authority
(45.5%), followed by those working in the
private sector (29.2%), the subvented
sector (19.7%), the academic sector (3.8%)
and the Government (1.3%).

1.8 The median age of the active
physiotherapists enumerated was 35.0
years for those working in the
Government, 34.0 years for those working
in the Hospital Authority, 33.0 years for
those working in the academic sector, 29.0
years for those working in the subvented
sector and 27.0 years for those working in
the private sector.

1.6 2 §yPENf R E PN - B
Y 1158 ?,,},E ‘#J%?F ’%’*EWEIHI a2 I%ﬁg
486 t(42.0%) » ¥ I [y 672 £1(58.0%) > ¥
BRI 72 (DEI 1% I*HUFJJ li .
gir) o 411= 19 Eﬂ; EJ RS ATJFIJ;HJIEI
oo 1141 £5EH [gﬁi?;w@ %Hﬁu
BOW G R 32.0 By 0 [y J%’if i
Hfrbm?'ﬂ%?p%ﬂr IJ#FMHm‘ g(ﬁ[ 1 £,
32.0 % °

L7 25 ferof (W [t s o R Rl 8
}E[ilf:'[yﬁﬁlr@ P’j,‘H F‘:’I’E n" *F[Jﬁj j_t"’?—o H} F;l
%f\fﬁﬁ*%‘j’t{\kﬁﬁlw HEARSE HJ YR B 0 A9
- AR dﬁ%%’?fl@m | B B
5 (45.5%) & (= o H R AV L E BT B A
(29.2%)~ ¥ '1Jf|§‘e&%(l9 7%)~ 2 rff[?{%?ﬁé( 3. SWFJ)
IR (13%) -

1.8 EHIFHR Urﬁ%‘i‘«i’i%'if i Sl
it gyEh 35.0 % ?F?Eg%m(wom) ~??
RS AR (33.0 %) ~ wr DA (29.0 k) W RN Y
B (27.0 %) -
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1.9 Of the 1160 active physiotherapists
enumerated, 1 037 (89.4%) spent most of
their working time in rehabilitation,
followed by 64 (5.5%) whose main area of
work were in administration / management,
30(2.6%) in teaching and 7 (0.6%) in
research.

1.10 The median number of hours of work
(excluding meal breaks) per week of the
1160 active physiotherapists enumerated
was  44.0 hours. 141 (12.2%)
physiotherapists ~ were  required to
undertake on-call duty in their posts, with a
median of 2.0 hours of on-call duty
(excluding normal duty) per week.

1.11 Of the 1160 active physiotherapists
enumerated, most held Bachelor’s degree
(60.8%) as their basic qualification and
34.4% held Diploma / Professional
Diploma / Graduate Diploma.

1.12 Of the 1160 active physiotherapists
enumerated, 943 (81.3%) had received or
were receiving additional training. 195
(16.8%) had not received any additional
training and 22 (1.9%) did not reveal
whether they had received or were
receiving additional training or not. Of
the 943 physiotherapists with additional
training, 429 (45.5%) held Master’s
degree, 149 (15.8%) held Diploma, 140
(14.8%) held Certificate. 62 active
physiotherapists had not yet completed the
additional training.

1.13 Out of the 943 physiotherapists who
had received/were receiving additional
training, 375 (39.8%) were trained in one
field of additional training; and among
them, 30.1% were trained in acupuncture,
16.5% in sports physiotherapy / sports and
health sciences, 12.0% in manipulative
physiotherapy and 10.4% in gerontology.
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1.14 Regarding Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) activities,
389 (33.5%) of the active physiotherapists
revealed that they did not participate in any
CPD activities in 2005 and 49 (4.2%) did
not reveal whether they had participated in

CPD activities or not. Among the
722 active  physiotherapists enumerated
who had participated in CPD, the

distribution of CPD credits attained in the
past 12 months was: one to ten credits
(27.0%), 11 to 20 credits (36.1%), 21 to 30
credits (19.3%) and more than 40 credits
(10.9%).
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Il. Trend Analysis

2.1 Since the enactment of the
Physiotherapists (Registration and
Disciplinary Procedure) Regulation in July
1999, it is mandatory for a person
practising physiotherapists in Hong Kong
to hold a wvalid practising certificate.
Between 1996 and 2005, the number of
physiotherapists increased from 782 in
1996 HMS to 1 835 in 2005 HMS. On
the other hand, comparison of findings of
the 2005 HMS with those surveys before
2004 should be cautious as the survey
methodology and reference date had been
changed (Chart B).
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ChartB : Number of Physiotherapists Covered by Year (1996, 2000, 2004 and

2005)
i< HE §53 pOPSEE RIS ~ B (1996 & ~ 2000 & - 2004 £ % 2005 )
Number A
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0
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Year 4
Note: Figure of 1996 refers to the number of physiotherapists reported by the responded institutions as at the first of July of the
S year 1996. Figure of 2000 refers to the number of physiotherapists registered with the Physiotherapists Board of Hong

Kong as at 1.7.2000, whereas the figures of 2004 and 2005 refer to that as at 31° of March of the respective years.
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2.2 The sex ratio of active physiotherapists
enumerated increased from 46 (males per
100 females) in 1982 to 82 (males per 100
females) in 1990. Between 1992 to 2005,
the sex ratio was maintained at 72 to 75
(males per 100 females)  (Table A).

2.3 The mean age of the active
physiotherapists enumerated increased from
29.0 years in 1982 HMS to 32.8 years in
2005 HMS.

2.4 From 1982 to 1990, the Government
was the largest employer of active
physiotherapists enumerated, and together
with the subvented sector employed about
80% of the physiotherapists. The Hospital
Authority has been the largest employer
since its setup in 1991, while the proportion
of active physiotherapists employed in the
Government decreased to less than 2%.
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Table A : Selected Characteristics of Active Physiotherapists Enumerated (1982, 1984,
1987, 1990, 1992, 1996, 2000, 2004 and 2005)
Fp1 ;h:%!ﬁ.T LR RIS TR B (1982 F - 1984 F - 1987 & ~ 1990

1992 &

~ 1996 ﬁF ~ 2000 & ~ 2004 & % 2005 F)

Characteristics q—*jffa'r

Year & {7}

1982 1984 1987 1990 1992 1996 2000 2004 2005
A.Physiotherapists Covered* - - - - - 782 1245 1724 1835
e R
B.Active Physiotherapists 235 299 403 478 539 693 993 1048 1160
Enumerated
AR R PN ﬁ’fﬁﬂ
Number Enumerated
ARG B
Sex TEH[I
Male 1% 74 104 167 215 229 291 426 442 486
Female ¥ f* 161 195 236 263 310 402 567 606 672
Unknown 7= N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A 2
Sex Ratio (males per 100 females)
IS (B & HEpvbiE Y8
46 53 71 82 73 72 75 73 72
o i
Mean Age 355 g 200 297 296 302 294 303 321 330 328
T paotag t
Sector of Work ' ~ f%)fﬁt%ﬁﬂ
Government [*fly 127 179 213 236 2 8 13 19 15
(54.0%) (59.9%) (52.9%) (49.4%) (0.4%) (1.2%) (1.3%) (1.8%) (1.3%)
Hospital Authority %B?E”g TR N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 416 529 589 519 528
(77.2%) (76.3%) (59.3%) (49.5%) (45.5%)
Academic 5 55 4 11 11 10 13 23 33 49 44
(1.7%) (3.7%) (27%) (2.1%) (2.4%) (3.3%) (3.3%) (4.7%) (3.8%)
Subvented Fr= it 62 71 144 174 40 51 145 179 229
(26.4%) (23.7%) (35.7%) (36.4%) (7.4%) (7.4%) (14.6%) (17.1%) (19.7)
Private % F 45t 42 38 35 58 68 82 213 282 339
(17.9%) (12.7%) (8.7%) (12.1%) (12.6%) (11.8%) (21.5%) (26.9%) (29.2%)
Unknown TF%F‘ N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A 5
(0.4%)

Notes :
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of Hong Kong as at 31°' of March of the respective years.
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There may be slight discrepancy between the sum of individual items and the total due to rounding.
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* Figure of 1996 refers to the number of physiotherapists reported by the responded institutions as at the first of July of the year
Figure of 2000 refers to the number of physiotherapists registered with the Physiotherapists Board of Hong Kong as at
1.7.2000, whereas the figures of 2004 and 2005 refer to the number of physiotherapists registered with the Physiotherapists Board
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