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FOREWORD

| am delighted to introduce
this report which offers a
snapshot of the vast array
of activities conducted by
the Department in the year
2005-06.

With cultural, socioeconomic
and environmental changes
in Hong Kong over the recent years, our spectrum
of diseases is also changing. We are faced with
the threats of both emerging and re-emerging
diseases. Particularly since the establishment of
our Centre for Health Protection in 2004, we have
been concentrating our efforts in enhancing our
capacity to prevent and control infectious diseases
and to prepare for public health emergencies. The
Government's Preparedness Plan for Influenza
Pandemic is one example. We have also
strengthened our ties with other relevant agencies,
both in the region and internationally.

We have also commenced work on the review
of our Quarantine and Prevention of Disease
Ordinance (Cap.141) to ensure that our legal
framework for the prevention and control of
infectious diseases is up-to-date — on a par with
the World Health Organization’s newly revised
International Health Regulations. It is expected to
provide the legal basis for effecting the prevention
and control of non-infectious diseases of public
health importance besides infectious ones.

On non-infectious diseases, we are keenly aware
of their impact on our community. Thus, we are
putting our focus on promoting healthy lifestyles
and prevention of chronic diseases. As a key
step in this process, we are placing emphasis on
identifying and modifying health risk factors. During
the year, we have conducted a series of activities
to raise community awareness on healthy diet and
promoting adequate consumption of fruits and
vegetables. We have also established a mechanism
to monitor the trend of major behavioural risk
factors in Hong Kong’s population. In addition,
with a view to further strengthening our tobacco
control framework, the Smoking (Public Health)
(Amendment) Bill was introduced to Legislative
Council in 2005.

| would like to take the opportunity to thank my
colleagues for all of their hard work. | must also
address the unfailing support rendered to us by the
many other Government departments and bureaux,
statutory and public bodies, academic institutes,
professional organizations, non-governmental
agencies and the media, without which we would
be very lonely in our fight to safeguard Hong Kong’s
public health. | look forward to their continuous
generousity so that the Department can continue
to serve the community with quality service in the
challenging years ahead.

Dr. P. Y. LAM
Director of Health
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