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Summary of the Characteristics of Doctors Enumer ated

AERTRS PO BRE

Executive Summary ﬁ;ﬁglﬁ;—“’,
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1.1 The doctors covered in Ehe 2004 1.1 2004 = @it gy - “ff‘ff i

HMS were doctors fully registered with the W o Féﬁ B E! (4 2004 = 8 ] 3 TE')

Medical Council of Hong Kong on the 'iflﬁ@”iéF “Fl FRUEE A BT

resident list' as at the survey reference date LR

- 31.8.2004.

1.2 The survey had covered 10157 1.2 IE nﬁ%%ﬂ“ R R

doctors with full registration. & R BrEy 10 157 ) -

1.3 Of the 10157 doctors (with full 1.3 mﬁ;’rfﬂ? TR E Y 10 157 & -

registration) covered, 4 782 had responded el HUE 4782 f eV > B

to the Survey, giving an overal response Vit 1 47.19% - T [l E [l 0 4416 Eh°

rate of 47.1%. Among the respondents 29241348 7] 3} ! if?%?%’?"ﬁ F Mg g

4 416 were economically active’ (active) in f?‘{’ (1% %) | 362 £1750 = 2Rk 4 HER

the local medical profession as at 31.8.2004 Ff X ﬁﬁ‘ CLAILMC RSN S

whereas 362 reported to be economically ™) (R -

inactive* (inactive) in the local medica
profession (Chart A).

* Refer to registered doctors in Part | of the Medical Register maintained by the Medical Council of Hong Kong under the Medical

Registration Ordinance (Chapter 161). These include doctors who hold the qualification of Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of

Surgery issued in Hong Kong (MBBS (HK) / MBChB (CUHK)), Licentiate of Medical Council of Hong Kong (LMCHK) or other

overseas quallflcatlons registered with the Medical Council of Hong Kong
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As the 2004 Health Manpower Survey only aimed at covering doctors practising in Hong Kong, doctors on the non-resident list of

the Medical Register were excluded from the Survey.
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In the Survey, the criteria used in defining economically active and inactive followed those recommended by the International

Labour Organlzatlon which are also being used by the Census and Statistics Department in Hong Kong
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“Economically active” doctors comprised all “employed” and “unemployed” doctors. The “employed” doctors referred to those

doctors practising in the medical profession in Hong Kong during the Survey period, while “unemployed” doctors referred to those

doctors who (a) were not practising in the local medical profession during the Survey period; (b) had sought work in the medical

professmn durlng the 30 days before the Survey; and (c) had been available for work durlng the seven days before the Survey.
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“Economically inactive” doctors comprise the doctors who were not practising in the medical profession in Hong Kong during the
Survey period, but excluding those who had been on leave during the Survey period and who were “unemployed”.
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14 Of the 4416 active doctors, 17
doctors were seeking jobs in the medical
profession, and 11 doctors were waiting to
take up new job in the medical profession;
starting business in the medical profession at
subsequent date; or expecting to return to
the original job in the medical profession,
etc. during the 30 days before the Survey.
The survey results presented in paragraph
16 below were based on the 4388
responding doctors who were practising in
the local medical profession as at 31.8.2004.
As certain questionnaires contained missing
information, percentages presented below
may not add up to 100%.

15 Of the 362 inactive doctors, 168
reported practising overseas, five reported
practising in the Mainland and 186 doctors
reported not practising in the medical
profession in Hong Kong and not seeking
job in the medical profession during the 30
days before the Survey (Chart A). Further
analysis showed that among the 186 inactive
doctors who reported not seeking job, 81.2%
reported as retired (median age 67.0 years
old), 8.1% reported as working in other
professions and 3.8% reported as emigrated.
The remaining 7.0% reported undertaking
studies or engaging in household duties, etc.
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Chart A: Activity Satusof Doctors Covered
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Notes: * Figure refers to the number of responding doctors who (a) were not practising in the medical profession in Hong
%7&“: Kong during the Survey period; (b) had sought work in the medical profession during the 30 days before the Survey;

and (c) had been available for work during the seven days before the Survey.
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1t Figure refers to the number of responding doctors who (a) were not practising in the medical profession in Hong
Kong during the Survey period; (b) had been available for work during the seven days before the Survey; and
(c) were waiting to take up new job in the medical profession, starting business at subsequent date or expecting to
return to their original jobs in the medical profession, etc. during the 30 days before the Survey.
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t Figure refers to the number of responding doctors who (a) were not practising in the medical profession in Hong
Kong during the Survey period; (b) had sought work in the medical profession during the 30 days before the Survey;
but (c) were not available for work during the seven days before the Survey.
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16 Among the 4388 active doctors
enumerated who were practising in the local
medical profession, 3249 (74.0%) were
male and 1 139 (26.0%) were female, giving
an overall sex ratio of 285 (males per 100
females). Four doctors did not indicate
their age, and the median age of the
remaining 4 384 active doctors enumerated
was 42.0 years old. The median age of the
active female doctors enumerated was 36.0
years old and that of their male counterparts
was 44.0 years old.

1.7 In the 2004 HMS, the doctors were
requested to indicate the characteristics of
their main jobs and second jobs*, if any.
Regarding the main job, the distribution by
sector showed that a large proportion was
either working in the Hospital Authority
(46.1%) or the private sector (43.8%).
Those working in the Government
comprised 6.2%, the academic and subvented
sector 3.4%. Among the 4 388 active
doctors enumerated, 233 (5.3%) reported
that they had second jobs.

1.8 The median age of the active doctors
enumerated whose main jobs were in the
private sector was 52.0 years old, and those
in the academic sector 43.5 years old, the
subvented sector 43.0 years old, the
Government 37.0 years old and the Hospital
Authority 35.0 yearsold.
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* Main jobs referred to the jobs in which the doctors had spent most of their working time, whereas the second jobs could be part-time

jobs
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19 Of the 4 388 active doctors enumerated,
52.2% (2 290) spent most of their working time
in specidist practice* followed by generd
practice 40.0% (1754) and administration /
management 2.0% (89).

1.10 The median number of hours of work
(excluding meal breaks) per week of the
4 388 active doctors enumerated was 48.0
hours. 2 080 (47.4%) doctors were required
to undertake on-call duty in their posts, with
median number of 21.0 hours of on-call duty
(outside normal working hours) per week.

1.11 Regarding the average number of
consultation / patients encountered per
working day, 48.5% of the active doctors
enumerated reported a range of 20 to 50.
26.8% reported as fewer than 20
consultation / patients per day and 16.6%
reported more than 50 per day.

112 Of the 4388 active doctors
enumerated, most were locally trained for
Bachelor’s degree (74.6%), while 15.2% had
Bachelor’'s degree issued by overseas
institutions.  Another 8.7% held Licentiate
of Medica Council of Hong Kong
(LMCHK) as their basic qualification and
0.8% held Doctoral degree.
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* Refers to the speualtles under which names of registered medlcal practitioners may be included in the Specialist Register.
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113 Of the 4388 active doctors
enumerated, 3173 (72.3%) had obtained
additional post-graduate qualification(s)*,
1181 (26.9%) did not obtain any additional
post-graduate qualification. 2 175 (49.6%)
of the active doctors enumerated had
obtained Fellowship, 23.5% had obtained
Membership and 22.8% Diploma as
additional post-graduate qualification(s).

114 Of the 4388 active doctors
enumerated, 3 150 (71.8%) had received or
were receiving specialized training’, 1163
(26.5%) did not receive specialized training,
and 75 (1.7%) did not reveal whether they
had received specialized training or not.
Of the 3 098 active doctors enumerated who
were involved with one speciaty of
specialized training, 22.6% were trained /
being trained in medicine, 11.4% in family
medicine, 11.3% in general surgery, 9.2% in
paediatrics and 7.4% in obstetrics &
gynaecology (Chart B).
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* Refers to the quotable additional quallflcatlon which is acceptable to the Medical Council of Hong Kong.
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T Refers to the training accredited by the Hong Kong Academy of Medicine and qualification obtained after the specialized training is

eligible for inclusion in specialist reglster
NERS TR AL E NG EE

RV RS R PR YR




Chart B: Number of Specialty in Specialized Training Received
/ Receiving by Active Doctors Enumer ated
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Total number of active doctors enumer ated SEEET v IHEs + 4 * 8 = 4 388

1.15 Regarding Continuing Medical 1.15 E%J?F”Fﬁ%?a PP R 4388 A
Education (CME) training, the distribution SIANEE T St A VA TR Ffr’%“fﬁ FY T B
of CME hours attained in the past 12 months 237 E 2 30 P[] 1(73.3%) - 20 = 29
by the 4 388 active doctors enumerated was: ‘I 15 (10.5%) » 10 = 19 /][5 (8.3%) = "D 4 10
30 hours or above (73.3%), 20 to 29 hours T (5.3%) -

(10.5%), ten to 19 (8.3%) and less than ten

hours (5.3%).




II. Trend Analysis

2.1 Between 1982 and 2004, the number
of doctors with full registration showed an
increasing trend. The results of the 2004
HMS are generally comparable with those of
the 2003 HM S though their survey reference
dates are different. However, comparison
of findings with those of previous surveys
before 2003 should be cautious as the survey
coverage, methodology and survey reference
date of the 2004 HMS had been changed,
and the response rates were different
(Chart C).
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Chart C: Number of Doctorswith Full Registration Covered by Year (1982, 1984,
1987, 1990, 1992, 1996, 2000, 2003 and 2004)
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Note: Figures of the year 2000 and before refer to the number of doctors fully registered on the resident list with the Medical
ﬁﬂ_%ﬁ : Council of Hong Kong as at the first of July of the respective years, the figure of 2003 refers to that as at 31.12.2003 and
the figure of 2004 refers to that as at 31.8.2004.
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2.2  Therewas an increasing proportion of
female doctors, as shown by the continuous
decrease in the overall sex ratio from 520
(males per 100 females) in 1982 HMS to
285 (males per 100 females) in 2004 HMS
(TableA).

2.3 From 1982 to 1990, the private sector
accounted for the largest proportion of
active doctors enumerated, followed by the
Government, which together employed
about 80% of the doctors. The Hospital
Authority had been the largest employer
since its set up in 1991, whilst the
proportion of the Government decreased to
less than 10% in 2004. The proportion of
the private sector fluctuated between 38%
and 45% during the period 1996 to 2004.
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TableA : Selected Characteristics of Active Doctors Enumerated (1982, 1984, 1987,
1990, 1992, 1996, 2000, 2003 and 2004)

Sl awr,::[!rﬂrﬂa@& s flﬁjf'éﬁfl%z # 21084 & ~ 1987 F + 1990 F ~ 1992 & -
1996 £ ~ 2000 & ~ 2003 ¥ ¥ 2004 )

Year ¥ 5}
Characteristics + & 1982 1984 1987 1990 1992 1996 2000 2003 2004
A. Doctorswith Full Registration 3487 4016 4820 5643 6397 7567 8773 9905 10157
Covered ﬁ’?ﬁv}fr%ﬁ@j—;cpa_tmﬁgk *
B.Active Doctors Enumer ated
SERTE B
Number enumer ated M%!r;;r g 3487 3490 4044 4 545 5094 5416 5679 4941 4388
Sex |l
Male Fif% 2841 2912 3311 3686 4102 4240 4409 3696 3249
Female ¢ f+ 546 578 733 859 992 1176 1270 1234 1139
Unknown TF%F 100 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 11 N.A.
Sex ratio (males per 100 females) 520 504 452 429 414 361 347 300 285
HRIES (DT 69 EpuphE A8
Mean age =147 & - - - - - 41.2 42.6 43.3 437
Sector of work = {es$fgEEI’
Medical field gH ﬁ;fﬁciﬁ
Government firrﬁ 1024 1263 1443 1759 413 496 593 327 273
(204%) (362%) (B7%) (B7%) (8.1%) (92%) (104%) (6.6%) (6.2%)
Hospital Authority g5 it NA.  NA.  NA  NA 2241 2576 2558 2335 2025
(440%) (476%) (450%) (47.3%) (461%)
Private . E.,‘?I%‘-ﬂ% 1474 1569 1789 1989 2198 2069 2293 1933 1921
(423%) (450%) (4429%) (438%) (431%) (382%) (404%) (391%) (43.8%)
Academic & Subvented 3 531 658 812 797 242 275 235 167 151
SIS (152%) (189%) (01%) (175%) (4.8%) (51%) (4.1%) (34%) (3.4%)
Non-medical field 2|55 g % &k 170 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
! (4.9%)
Unknown TF%F 288 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 179 18
(8.3%) (3.6%)  (0.4%)
Notes : * Figures of the year 2000 and before refer to the number of doctors fully registered on the resident list with the Medical
Ui}?‘“ Council of Hong Kong as at the first of July of the respective years, the figure of 2003 refers to that as at 31.12.2003 and
the figure of 2004 refers to that as at 31.8.2004.
2000 & w2 .V i [0 F) Wl fﬁ”ﬁ'w BIFNT ELL R RS E EL A?,EHPJF?“EEF‘IFWF%? ~ s 2008 F g
fi#% 20037 12 7] 31 I} UﬂF‘fJ B o [y 2004 & gt B 004» 8 k| 31E![\Jﬁ!ﬁéj§gk§ra

7 In 2003 and 2004, the sector refers to the sector of the main jOb
2003 F ¥ 2004 & gu;ﬁﬁiﬁm il F"rfsjig&/ﬁt ?‘;H"J}F, ol 2 b F"rfs;f%gwqt fia 3
i Military was included in the 1984, 1987, 1992 and 1996 HMS.
1984 &+ -~ 1987 &F -~ 1992 &F ¥ 1996 F E%’ﬁﬁﬁfg} & Tﬁ,i}ﬂ'éﬁﬁﬂﬁ o
There may be slight discrepancy between the sum of individual items and the total due to rounding.
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