In the spirit of its Vision, Mission and Values, the CAS is

committed to strive for improving public awareness and
practice standards by reaching more parents and
workers in the rehabilitation field to the benefit of children
with developmental challenges.

The new clients received in 2003 were 5 899, with a
total of 51 193 assessment sessions conducted over
the year.

Clinical Genetic Service

Clinical Genetic Service provides territory-wide genetic
services, including diagnosis, counselling and
prevention of genetic diseases. It comprises the Genetic
Counselling Unit (GCU) and the Genetic Screening Unit
(GSU).

The GCU deals with diagnosis of over a thousand
different types of genetic diseases. It receives support
from the Genetic Laboratory in performing investigations
on cytogenetics, biochemical genetics and molecular
genetics. Chromosome studies and molecular genetic
investigations formed the bulk of investigations, the
common indications being multiple congenital
anomalies, recurrent abortions, Down's Syndrome,
mental retardation, sex disorder and common single
gene disorders. The GCU also conducts clinical
sessions to provide genetic counselling for families.
There were 3 078 family attendances in 2003.

The GSU operates two screening programmes for

newborns, namely, glucose-6-phosphate
dehydrogenase (G6PD) deficiency and congenital
hypothyroidism. Overall, 79.3% of neonates were
screened by the GSU in 2003, including nearly all
newborns delivered in public institutions and 15.6% of

newborns delivered in private hospitals. The remaining
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84.4% born in private hospitals received screening
provided by the respective hospital. G6PD deficiency
was found in 4.5% of male and 0.5% of female infants.
The incidence of congenital hypothyroidism was 1 in
2 088 in 2003.

During the year, health promotion activities in the form
of lectures, media interviews and publications were

strengthened.

Disease Prevention and Control
Division

The Disease Prevention and Control Division (DPCD)
was set up in July 2000. It is responsible for formulating
strategies and implementing measures in the

surveillance, prevention and control of communicable

and non-communicable diseases.

In terms of communicable diseases, DPCD not only
conducts surveillance on 28 statutory notifiable
infectious diseases and other infections of public health
importance, it also maintains a sentinel surveillance
system to monitor the trends of influenza-like illness,
hand, foot and mouth disease, acute conjunctivitis, acute
diarrhoeal diseases, and antibiotic resistance in the
community. The sentinel surveillance system operates
through a network of 64 general out-patient clinics in
public sector and some 50 doctors from the private
sector. The surveillance results are regularly released
to the public through the Department's homepage with
health alerts and advice as and when appropriate.
DPCD also maintains close ties with the Hospital
Authority, other Government departments, professional
experts, and health authorities of neighbouring areas
and other countries on the surveillance and effective
control of communicable diseases.
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