adverse reactions of western and Chinese medicines
in Hong Kong. Since 1 January 2005, it has
been receiving reports from Chinese medicine
practitioners, doctors and dentists of suspected
Adverse Drug Reaction of their patients, and covers
western and Chinese medicines (including Chinese
herbs and proprietary Chinese medicines). Reports
received will be reviewed by a multi-disciplinary team
of professionals.

The Procurement and Manufacturing Section works
with the Government Logistics Department in the
evaluation and selection of medicines and other
pharmaceutical items for use in DH and the Hospital
Authority. It is also responsible for manufacturing
liquid medicines, ointments and creams.

Port Health Office

The Port Health Office enforces the Quarantine and
Prevention of Disease Ordinance (Cap. 141) and
observes the International Health Regulations to
prevent the introduction of quarantinable diseases
and other serious infections into Hong Kong.

The Port Health Office operates a 24-hour health
clearance service for all incoming vessels and
grants radio pratique. It inspects and supervises the
eradication of rats from ships, ensures an adequate
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standard of hygiene and sanitation on board vessels,
aircrafts and at all entry points, and provides medical
assistance or radio medical advice to ships where
necessary. Itissues deratting certificates, deratting
exemption certificates, international certificates of
vaccination, import permits for human remains,
cremation permits and import permits for biological
materials. It provides a round-the-clock Public Health
Emergency Team in the Hong Kong International
Airport to respond to public health emergencies
and aircraft accidents. Epidemiological information
is exchanged regularly with the WHO and health
authorities in neighbouring areas.

The Port Health Office also operates a Travel Health
Service to offer preventive service for outbound
travellers and advise on travel-related risks. A
comprehensive range of services such as medical
consultation, vaccination and health education are
provided to the public who intend to travel abroad.
Active ties are forged with the travel industry. Travel
health information are further disseminated via
the Hong Kong Travel Health Service Website
(http://www.travelhealth.gov.hk/) and health
exhibitions.

The Office reactivated health screening measures

for arriving travellers at land and sea immigration
control points since November 2005.
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