The coverage of BCG vaccination for newborn
babies has persistently been over 98% since 1980.
Disseminated forms of tuberculosis in infants and
young children are now relatively rare.

Surveillance and
Epidemiology Branch

The Surveillance and Epidemiology Branch
is responsible for formulating strategies and
implementing measures in the surveillance,
prevention and control of communicable and non-
communicable diseases. It comprises two divisions,
namely Communicable Disease Division and Non-
communicable Disease Division.

Communicable Disease Division

The Communicable Disease Division maintains a
comprehensive network of communicable disease
notifications; conducts detailed epidemiological
investigation on disease outbreaks; institutes
appropriate control measures and provides health
advice to stop disease propagation. It also collects,
collates, analyses and disseminates surveillance data
on communicable diseases; establishes a central
communicable disease information system and
generates regular reports; develops and coordinates
a communicable disease surveillance system for the
Pearl River Delta Region; and develops specialised
expertise in the surveillance of targeted infections
of public health importance.
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From 31 January to 2 February, an International
Joint Meeting on Epidemiology Training with
representatives from the Mainland China,
Australia, the United Kingdom and Hong Kong
was conducted.

In addition, from 23 to 26 February, a four-day
Communicable Disease Surveillance Seminar
cum Workshop was organised. Contemporary
surveillance approaches were introduced by experts
from the Health Protection Agency of UK, Department
of Defense of US, Harvard University, University of
Pittsburgh and Office of the Privacy Commissioner
for Personal Data of Hong Kong.

Non-communicable
Disease Division

The Non-communicable Disease Division is
responsible for the surveillance and control of non-
communicable diseases of significance to the Hong
Kong population; and the formulation of strategies in
relation to cancer prevention, cardiovascular health,
men’s health, etc.

b [

The territory-wide Cervical Screening Programme
was launched on 8 March 2004 in collaboration
with other service providers. The objective is to
reduce the incidence and mortality from cervical
cancer, the fifth most common cancer among women
in Hong Kong in 2004. Publicity and education
programmes have been conducted to recruit
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women and service providers into the programme.
The Cervical Screening Programme website
(http://www.cervicalscreening.gov.hk/) provides
the general public and healthcare professionals
with information related to cervical screening.
The Cervical Screening Information System
(http://www.csis.gov.hk/) serves as a central registry
of information for registered women, service
providers and laboratories.
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The “Men’s Health Programme” which was launched
in August 2002 continues its strategic position as
a health promotion programme that addresses
men’s health issues comprehensively at different
levels, including diseases, lifestyle, social influences,
risk taking and health seeking behaviours. The
ultimate goal is to improve the physical, mental
and social health of the adult male population in
Hong Kong. The Men'’s Health Programme website
(http://www.hkmenshealth.com/) registered over 1.4
million visits in 2005.
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A Behavioural Risk Factor Surveillance System was
established to collect information on health-related
behaviours of Hong Kong adult population through
regular telephone surveys.

Surveillance and Epidemiology Branch is also
tasked with the establishment of the Public
Health Information System in phases. The aim
is to enhance the ability to collect, analyse and
disseminate health information to contribute towards
making evidence-based decisions on health and
health-related policies, resource allocation, and the
planning, implementation and evaluation of health
services. The system development was successfully
completed in December 2005.

DENTAL SERVICE

The primary objectives of the Dental Service are to
raise the oral health awareness of the community,
provide preventive and promotive oral healthcare
services to the public, and provide dental services
to civil servants and their dependants as part
of the government’s contractual obligation to its
employees.
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Preventive and promotive oral healthcare services
to the public are rendered through the School Dental
Care Service (SDCS) and the Oral Health Education
Unit (OHEU). Dental Service also collaborates with
Water Supplies Department in the regular monitoring

of the level of fluoride in the water supply.
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