CHAPTER SIX

INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

The Department of Health maintains strong ties
with international health authorities through
regular correspondence, bilateral visits and
participation in conferences in places outside
Hong Kong.

In April, the Director of Health joined the
Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) study
tour to Melbourne and Sydney in Australia.

In May, the Director of Health attended, as
member of the People’s Republic of China
delegation, the 62nd World Health Assembly
held in Geneva, Switzerland.

In September, Hong Kong hosted the 60th
session of the WHO Regional Committee for
the Western Pacific.

In October, the Director of Health attended the
26th International Conference of the Society
for Quality in Health Care (ISQua) held in
Dublin, Ireland. Discussion was also held with
board members on the 28th ISQua Conference
which will be held in Hong Kong in 2011.

The Department also arranged officers to
attend conferences and visits, covering a broad
spectrum of health-related topics. In 2009,
404 officers participated in 171 conferences/
duty visits held outside Hong Kong.
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Contacts with the Mainland
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In 2009, we maintained a strong tie with the
Mainland. During the year, the Director of
Health took part in a host of meetings with the
Mainland counterparts, including the Ministry of
Health, the General Administration of Quality
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine, the
State Food and Drug Administration, and the
State Administration of Traditional Chinese
Medicine. Various public health-related issues,
such as drug formulary, measures against
Human Swine Influenza, vaccination, Chinese
medicine standards and its regulation, were
discussed in the meetings.

In April, the Director of Health attended the
7th Beijing-International Public Health Forum
and the 14th Meeting of National Tobacco
Control Forum held in Beijing and Zhengzhou
respectively.

In October, the Director of Health participated
in the China-ASEAN Summit Forum on
Traditional Medicine and a meeting with Beijing
Municipal Health Bureau on health topics held
in Nanning and Beijing respectively.

In November, the Director of Health attended
the Ninth Tripartite Meeting on Prevention
and Treatment of Infectious Diseases held in
Zhuhai.

Under the Staff Exchange Programme
between the Government of Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region and the
Mainland  Provincial  counterparts, the
Department received two government officials
responsible for food and drug administration
from Hangzhou and Guangdong in 2009.
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