As regards policy development, SPP provides
secretariat and operational support to the Hong
Kong Advisory Council on AIDS (ACA), which
advises on the overall AIDS programme in Hong
Kong.

SPP’s research and epidemiology programme
includes maintaining the voluntary HIV/
AIDS reporting system, coordinating the HIV
seroprevalence system, operating behavioural
surveillance mechanism, supporting sexually
transmitted infection surveillance programme and
running a series of registries and cohorts.

Tuberculosis and Chest Service

The Tuberculosis and Chest Service plays a key
role in the prevention and control of tuberculosis
in Hong Kong. Its main activities cover the
surveillance of tuberculosis and case finding,
directly observed treatment, BCG vaccination
programme for newborns and children aged under
15, and health education and research.

The Tuberculosis and Chest Service operates chest
clinics in Hong Kong, providing outpatient service
to patients suffering from tuberculosis and various
chest diseases. In addition to chest clinics, the
Service also runs a Pneumoconiosis Clinic which
performs compensation assessment and offers
other healthcare services for pneumoconiotic
patients.
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The total attendances at chest clinics were 755 875
in 2009, compared with 763 289 in 2008. The
common types of new cases seen included acute/
chronic bronchitis (12.9%), active pulmonary
tuberculosis (12.8%), inactive tuberculosis (6.7%),
acute respiratory infection (5.9%), pneumonia
(5.1%), active tuberculosis of other forms (3.2%)
and malignant neoplasm of trachea and bronchus
(1.5%) (Figure 16).
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Figure 16 : Common Types of New Cases Seen at Tuberculosis and Chest Clinics, 2009
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Note : Each new patient can be classified under one or more than one type of diseases.
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The coverage of BCG vaccination for newborn BEXRNEISNFEZRR RN
babies has been persistently over 98% since 1980. BEPIR—BEHEFRFATI8%L - B4R =S
Disseminated forms of tuberculosis in infants and BRI A ZIRIRS REEEFER

young children are now relatively rare.
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