The dermatology clinics provide specialised
outpatient care for patients referred for skin
conditions. They are equipped with modern
phototherapy and laser units. Skin conditions
commonly seen include eczema, verruca, tinea,
acne, and psoriasis. In 2009, there were 22 148
new attendances and 187 343 total attendances.

Special Preventive Programme

The Special Preventive Programme (SPP) is
responsible for the prevention, surveillance
and clinical management of HIV/AIDS and the
prevention of viral hepatitis in Hong Kong. Its four
main areas of activities include clinical programme,
HIV prevention and health promotion, policy
development as well as research and epidemiology
programmes.

SPP’s clinical programme specialises in the
delivery of services to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The services range from AIDS Hotline, AIDS
Counselling and Testing, clinical consultation and
treatment, nursing care to psychosocial support.
Other clinical activities include management of
needle-stickinjuries, dermatology and genitourinary
medicine consultations. The main HIV treatment
service is now provided at the Integrated Treatment
Centre at Kowloon Bay Health Centre. In 2009,
the total clinical attendance at SPP was 18 901,
with a 2.4% increase compared with the figure of
18 465 in 2008.

The HIV prevention and health promotion
programmes address HIV prevention in the
community setting, and are mainly delivered
through the operation of the Red Ribbon Centre.
The mission of Red Ribbon Centre is to facilitate
and enhance the community’s response to HIV/
AIDS. Besides designing and implementing
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activities directly, SPP also collaborates with
community agencies in undertaking a number of
projects such as the ‘Red Ribbon in Action’ AIDS
Education Funding Scheme and the Lions-Red
Ribbon Centre Fellowship Scheme. To target risk
behaviours, Red Ribbon Centre also organises
condom promotion activities and outreach
programmes for drug users. Two ongoing large-
scale voluntary HIV screening programmes are in
operation through the support of SPP—universal
antenatal HIV screening and universal testing of
methadone clinic attendees.

In August, staff from Special Preventive Programme
attended the 9th International Congress on AIDS
in Asia and the Pacific held at Bali, Indonesia. Red
Ribbon Centre ran a booth to showcase the local
concerted response to the HIV epidemic in men
who have sex with men (MSM) and doctors from
Special Preventive Programme gave presentations
during the Congress.

As part of the HIV prevention activities to mark the
‘2009 World AIDS Day’ (WAD), the Department
launched a series of publicity activities so as to
raise HIV awareness, risk perception and promote
safer sex practice in the general public. HIV-related
information and health messages were delivered
through 11 episodes of the TV programme ‘Off
Pedder’ from August 2009 to January 2010. A
series of AIDS-related radio programmes titled
‘Let's Get Touched’ were also broadcast from
October 2009 to February 2010 on the two radio
channels of Commercial Radio. Red Ribbon
Centre produced a new set of announcements
of public interest (API), titled ‘Travel Smart, Play
Safe’ and featuring Miss Miriam Yeung, UNAIDS
National Good will Ambassador for Hong Kong
SAR China. The APIs were broadcast on television
and radio channel since 1, December (WAD).
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Related publicity targeting the general public
was also carried out at border points and related
transport media from November 2009 to January
2010. These activities helped to set the scene,
create a supportive environment, facilitate targeted
activities and improve prevention of infection in
other communities.

B o ELRE B BEE—ESTERIETER
FORRE R S TR ARV B BIR IR

In 2009, Red Ribbon Centre launched the Syphilis
Awareness Campaign targeting MSM with the aim
of promoting safer sex and testing for HIV and
syphilis among MSM.

Red Ribbon Centre is the UNAIDS Collaborating
Centre for Technical Support, which provides
the framework for interfacing with the Mainland’s
AIDS programmes and developing regional and
international collaboration. The Lions Red Ribbon
Fellowship Scheme under the sponsorship of Lions
Clubs International District 303 - Hong Kong and
Macau is an attachment programme to support
mainland professionals to further their professional
development or research in HIV/AIDS control. In
2009, twelve workers were trained under this
scheme.

Red Ribbon Centre produces a variety of resource
materials including six regular publications: ACA
Newsfile, AIDS Bulletin, The Node, Hong Kong
STD/AIDS Update, Red Ribbon, and Networking
Voice.
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As regards policy development, SPP provides
secretariat and operational support to the Hong
Kong Advisory Council on AIDS (ACA), which
advises on the overall AIDS programme in Hong
Kong.

SPP’s research and epidemiology programme
includes maintaining the voluntary HIV/
AIDS reporting system, coordinating the HIV
seroprevalence system, operating behavioural
surveillance mechanism, supporting sexually
transmitted infection surveillance programme and
running a series of registries and cohorts.

Tuberculosis and Chest Service

The Tuberculosis and Chest Service plays a key
role in the prevention and control of tuberculosis
in Hong Kong. Its main activities cover the
surveillance of tuberculosis and case finding,
directly observed treatment, BCG vaccination
programme for newborns and children aged under
15, and health education and research.

The Tuberculosis and Chest Service operates chest
clinics in Hong Kong, providing outpatient service
to patients suffering from tuberculosis and various
chest diseases. In addition to chest clinics, the
Service also runs a Pneumoconiosis Clinic which
performs compensation assessment and offers
other healthcare services for pneumoconiotic
patients.
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