CAS continues to expand its specialisation
in various subspecialties, including anxiety
and mood disorders, physical and cognitive
neurorehabilitation in 2009. CAS provides active
support to the parent self help work for children
with attention deficit / hyperactivity disorders and
autism, in addition to ongoing work for physical
impairment, dyslexia and hearing impairment.

Fact sheets on nine common childhood
developmental problems have received positive
feedback. One series is developed for professional
education and information, with another series for
information to public. The Fact sheets for public
were made available on CAS website in early 2009.

Clinical Genetic Service

Clinical Genetic Service provides territory-wide
genetic services, including diagnosis, counselling
and prevention of genetic diseases. It comprises
the Genetic Counselling Unit and the Genetic
Screening Unit.

Genetic Counselling Unit deals with diagnosis of
over a thousand different types of genetic diseases.
It receives support from the Genetic Laboratory
in performing investigations on cytogenetics,
biochemical genetics and molecular genetics.
Chromosome studies and molecular genetic
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investigations formed the bulk of investigations.
The common indications are multiple congenital
anomalies, recurrent abortions, Down’s Syndrome,
mental retardation, sex disorder and common
single gene disorders. The Genetic Counselling
Unit also conducts clinical sessions to provide
genetic counselling for families. There were 3 115
family attendances in 20009.
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The Genetic Screening Unit operates two screening
programmes for newborns, namely, glucose-6-
phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) deficiency
and congenital hypothyroidism. Overall, 50.1% of
neonates were screened by the Genetic Screening
Unitin 2009, including nearly all newborns delivered
in publicinstitutions and 15% of newborns delivered
in private hospitals. The remaining 85% born in
private hospitals received screening provided by
the respective hospital. G6PD deficiency was
found in 4.2% of male and 0.5% of female infants.
The incidence of congenital hypothyroidism was
one in 1 004 in 2009.
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During the year, health promotion activities in the
form of lectures, media interviews and publications
were strengthened.

Forensic Pathology Service

The Forensic Pathology Service provides forensic
pathology and clinical forensic medicine services to
Government departments, including performance
of forensic examinations on victims and suspects
of sexual offences; and provision of expert opinions
in the field of forensic medicine on consultation
cases. It works closely with the Hong Kong Police
Force and provides professional input on medico-
legal aspects of criminal and other types of cases,
including attendance at scenes of suspicious death
to examine dead bodies and assist in crime scene
investigation.

The Service is also responsible for the operation
and management of public mortuaries, including
handling the receipt, temporary storage, formal
identification, post-mortem examination and
release of bodies of reported deaths as stipulated
in the Coroners Ordinance (Cap. 504). On the
order of the Coroner, forensic pathologists will
perform medico-legal autopsies and necessary
laboratory investigations on dead bodies to
ascertain and report on the causes of death to
the Coroner and Police. Laboratory facilities to
provide histopathology investigations are available
at the public mortuaries.

In 2009, some 7 200 post-mortem examinations,

940 clinical medico-legal examinations and 26 000
laboratory examinations were performed.
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