Management in Hong Kong to the Contracting
Parties at the International Atomic Energy Agency
Headquarters in Vienna.

Specialised Services
Child Assessment Service

The Child Assessment Service (CAS), aiming at
contributing to the rehabilitation of children with
developmental-behavioural problems or disorders
through a multidisciplinary team approach,
operates a total of six centres in Kowloon and New
Territories to provide assessment for children aged
under 12.

The team, comprising paediatricians, public health
nurses, clinical psychologists, social workers,
speech therapists, physiotherapists, occupational
therapists, audiologists and optometrists, works
together to:

e provide comprehensive physical, psychological
and social assessment for children with
developmental anomalies;

e formulate rehabilitation plan after

developmental diagnosis;

e assist to arrange appropriate pre-school and
school placements for training, remedial and
special education where necessary; and

e provide interim support to parents and the
children through counselling, talks and support
groups.

In the spirit of its vision, mission and values, CAS is
committed to strive for improving public awareness
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and practice standards by reaching more parents
and workers in the rehabilitation field to the benefit
of children with developmental challenges.

The number of new clients received were 7 206
and a total of 60 483 assessment sessions were
conducted over the year.

CAS continues to streamline coordination of
assessment and placement service (including
interim support at clinic and community settings)
with respective service providers. It also continues
to strengthen the public and professional education
activities.

To promote public awareness and attitudes towards
developmental disabilities in children and their
special education needs, Education Bureau and
CAS, with the support of Subsidised Primary School
Council, Hong Kong Aided Primary School Heads
Association and Union of Government Primary
School Headmasters and Headmistresses, had
jointly organised ‘An Inclusive School — It All Begins
with Our Hearts’ — the video production contest and
young anchor broadcasting contest in all primary
schools in 2008/09. The contests aimed to help
students, parents and teachers consolidate their
experience and knowledge in supporting students
with special educational needs, and to enable the
public to know and be more willing to accept them.
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CAS, Education Bureau, together with Radio
Television Hong Kong have also jointly produced
a series of 10 episodes of the TV programme
‘Parenting’ to share the real-life experiences
of parents taking care of their children with
developmental disabilities. It is hoped that real-
life cases in ‘Parenting’ can arouse the empathy
of the public and enable them to have a better
understanding of children with special needs.
The programme was broadcasted at ATV home
channel starting from 31 May and has been rated
the 13th out of the 20 most appreciated local TV
programme in the ‘2009 Television Programme
Appreciation Index Survey’ conducted by the Hong
Kong University.

laﬁl’i [ = T ——

The results of a Thematic Household Survey
on ‘Public Awareness and Attitudes towards
Developmental Disabilities in Children’ released in
September 2008 revealed that public awareness
of developmental disabilities in children were
less than satisfactory, albeit there were growing
concerns in the society about the problem. CAS
has therefore launched a mini website and
published a booklet " 545 BREKERR 4 on
Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in September
2009 to promote understanding and acceptance
among the public and enable the integration of
ASD children into the community. Feedbacks from
the public concerning the website and the booklet
have been very positive.
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CAS continues to expand its specialisation
in various subspecialties, including anxiety
and mood disorders, physical and cognitive
neurorehabilitation in 2009. CAS provides active
support to the parent self help work for children
with attention deficit / hyperactivity disorders and
autism, in addition to ongoing work for physical
impairment, dyslexia and hearing impairment.

Fact sheets on nine common childhood
developmental problems have received positive
feedback. One series is developed for professional
education and information, with another series for
information to public. The Fact sheets for public
were made available on CAS website in early 2009.

Clinical Genetic Service

Clinical Genetic Service provides territory-wide
genetic services, including diagnosis, counselling
and prevention of genetic diseases. It comprises
the Genetic Counselling Unit and the Genetic
Screening Unit.

Genetic Counselling Unit deals with diagnosis of
over a thousand different types of genetic diseases.
It receives support from the Genetic Laboratory
in performing investigations on cytogenetics,
biochemical genetics and molecular genetics.
Chromosome studies and molecular genetic
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