Special Health Services

Electronic Health Record
Management Team

The Electronic Health Record Management
Team is tasked to develop a patient-centric and
fully integrated Clinical Information Management
System (CIMS) for Department of Health (DH)
and to facilitate sharing of patient records with the
territory-wide eHR System. The CIMS will support
the registration and appointment processes and
clinical workflows for Families Clinics, Social
Hygiene Service, Antenatal Service, Clinical
Genetic Service and Dental Service. The Team
will also set up an Immunisation Record System
for the Department.

Health Care Voucher Unit

The Health Care Voucher Unit is tasked to
implement the three-year Elderly Health Care
Voucher Pilot Scheme, under which elders aged 70
or above are given annually, through an electronic
system, five health care vouchers of $50 each to
partially subsidise their use of primary health care
services in the private sector.

Narcotics and Drug Administration
Unit

The Department of Health operates an out-patient
methadone maintenance as well as detoxification
scheme for opiate drug abusers. There are 20
methadone clinics in Hong Kong operating daily
including Sundays and public holidays. The total
number of clients registered with the scheme was
around 8 400 as at 31 December 2009 and the
average daily attendance in 2009 was around
6 400.
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On admission to the Methadone Treatment
Programme, doctors will conduct a detailed and
structured assessment of the clients including their
medical, social history, and physical conditions.
Apart from medical assessments by doctors, other
support services provided at the clinics include
counselling by doctors, social workers, and
peer counsellors, referral to other treatment and
rehabilitation services, and tetanus vaccination.

As drug addicts constitutes a high risk group
for AIDS and other blood borne diseases,
health education and counselling for patients is
always a priority. Concomitant activities include
broadcasting of health educational video and
cassette programmes in methadone clinics, free
distribution of condoms, provision of blood testing
and urine testing for HIV and blood testing for
hepatitis B and hepatitis C infections for patients of
Methadone Treatment Programme.

Pharmaceutical Service

The Pharmaceutical Service ensures the safety,
quality and efficacy of medicines used in Hong
Kong. Acting on the authority of the Pharmacy
and Poisons Board, the Pharmaceutical
Service registers and approves the marketing
of pharmaceutical products, issues licences to
drug manufacturers, importers, wholesalers and
retailers, and joins hands with the Police against
illegal sale of controlled medicines. It comprises
four sections.

The Inspection and Licensing Section is
responsible for the enforcement of the provisions
of the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance (Cap.
138), the Antibiotics Ordinance (Cap. 137), and
the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Cap. 134).
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