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INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

b The Department of Health maintains strong
ties with international health authorities through
regular correspondence, bilateral visits and
participation in conferences in places outside
Hong Kong.

h In May, the Director of Health attended, as
member of the People’s Republic of China
delegation, the “61st World Health Assembly”
held in Geneva, Switzerland.

A In September, the Director of Health represented
Hong Kong, China to attend the 59th session of
the WHO Regional Committee for the Western
Pacific in Manila, Philippines.

b The Department also arranged officers to

attend conferences and visits, covering a
broad spectrum of areas. In 2008, 333 officers
attended 135 conferences/duty visits which

were held outside Hong Kong.

Contacts with the Mainland

A In March, the Director of Health attended the
meeting of the Beijing Organising Committee
for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG)
in Beijing.

A In June, the Director of Health attended the
“‘Eighth Tripartite Meeting on Prevention and
Treatment of Infectious Diseases” held in

Macau.
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A In October, the Director of Health attended the
“Second Cross-strait Conference on Tobacco
Control” in Beijing and presented a paper on
the overview of tobacco control policies and
systems in Hong Kong.

h In November, the Director of Health attended
the “Seventh Joint Meeting of Senior Officials
of the Mainland, Hong Kong and Macao” in
Hangzhou.

h As part of the “12th Beijing Hong Kong
Economic Cooperation Symposium”, the
Department cohosted the “Seminar for
Beijing-Hong Kong Collaboration in Epidemic
Prevention” with the Beijing Municipal Health
Bureau in November.

A Under the Staff Exchange Programme between
the Government of Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region and the Mainland
Provincial counterparts, the Department
received two medical government officials from
Hangzhou and Shenzhen in 2008.
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