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Surveillance and Epidemiology
Branch

The Surveillance and Epidemiology Branch
is responsible for formulating strategies and
implementing measures in the surveillance,
prevention and control of communicable and non-
communicable diseases.

Communicable Disease Division

The Communicable Disease Division maintains a
comprehensive network of communicable disease
notifications; conducts detailed epidemiological
investigation on disease outbreaks; institutes
appropriate control measures and provides health
advice to stop disease propagation. Italso collects,
collates, analyses and disseminates surveillance
data on communicable diseases; establishes
a central communicable disease information
system and generates regular reports; maintains a
communicable disease surveillance system for the
Pearl River Delta Region; and develops specialised
expertise in the surveillance of targeted infections
of public health importance.

The Sentinel Surveillance System of the Division
monitors the situations of communicable diseases
in different settings. Private and general out-patient
clinic doctors report the number of consultations
for influenza-like-illness, hand, foot and mouth
disease, acute conjunctivitis and acute diarrhoeal
diseases. Chinese medicine practitioners report
the number of consultations for influenza-like-
illness and acute diarrhoeal disease. The system
also collects data on symptoms such as fever,
diarrhoea and vomiting reported in the children
of child care centres/kindergartens and inmates
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of residential care homes for the elderly. With
these valuable data, the Division can keep track
of communicable diseases at the community level,
enhance real-time surveillance, rapid intervention
and responsive risk communication, and take
appropriate preventive and control measures.

Central Notification Office (CENO) is set up to
centralise notifications of communicable diseases
and poisoning and to monitor intelligence related
to communicable diseases in Hong Kong. CENO
receives notifications from various sources such
as doctors, laboratories and institutions and
disseminate the information to relevant parties
for investigation in real-time. The “CENO On-
line” (https://ceno.chp.gov.hk/) provides a secure
electronic platform for doctors to report notifiable
diseases and outbreaks. CENO also developed an
electronic notification interface, Notifiable Diseases
and Outbreak Reporting System (NDORS), with
Hospital Authority to facilitate notification in public
healthcare system.

Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao developed
a regular communication mechanism for
communicable diseases surveillance data
and an emergency notification mechanism.
The “Tripartite Meeting of Guangdong - Hong
Kong - Macao on the Prevention and Control of
Communicable Diseases” is held regularly, to
exchange information of important communicable
diseases, to discuss joint efforts in the prevention
and control measure and to promote coordinated
responses to regional public health emergency.
The 8th Tripartite Meeting of Guangdong - Hong
Kong - Macao on the Prevention and Control of
Communicable Diseases was held on 26-27 June

2008 in Macao.

Department of Health Annual Report 2008/2009 &4 B4

i

Rzl iEe o

PREFBAZTEFEREERREEF
SERER  MBERABEREEBEN
ERc FREFMAZTHLZHTHKESR
Wwo PlnEL - BEREREE - WA
BERDEAEBEEMFEHRAST - "ML
RRZFHMWAZE L (https://ceno. chp.
gov. hk/ )Rt —ERZ2MNETFEEEE
A 2RBERNERESRE - PREBPA
ENMNEREERIMET —EEFER
NE: UFEARBRXRANEREZ
o e

BER - BBORMPAERML Y EHBRRE
ZREAEEESG - RKTRLYBES
BEREF o ZHINER R T BERE
BEREEEEE.  LINBBRERE
RIS B30 ~ KR EBE By = e i
AR LA (EERHERBEARLE
FEZHNESIF - £N\EBHBRESE
BRAREBESZIER_FFNFA/Z
TAREZTERPRORMET -

99



Chapter Four ZE|[L

=r
=

The Communicable Disease Information System
(CDIS) is an information technology strategy
to facilitate effective communicable disease
surveillance and control in Hong Kong. The system
will capture and analyze communicable disease
data from diverse sources and will have rapid data
transfer from stakeholders such as the Hospital
Authority. Development of the CDIS is scheduled
to be completed by 2014.

The Division provides professional input to four
Scientific Committees (SC), including the SC on
Emerging and Zoonotic Diseases, SC on Enteric
Infections and Foodborne Diseases, SC on Vaccine
Preventable Diseases and SC on Vector-borne
Diseases. In addition, the Division also provides
secretariat support to the National Committee for
the Certification of Wild Poliovirus Eradication in
Hong Kong.

Non-communicable Disease
Division

The Non-communicable Disease Division is
responsible for surveillance and control of non-
communicable diseases of significance to the Hong
Kong population; and the formulation of strategies
in relation to cancer prevention, cardiovascular
health, men’s health, etc.

The territory-wide Cervical Screening Programme
was launched in 2004 in collaboration with other
service providers. Cervical cancer is one of the
most important female cancers in Hong Kong.
The Programme conducts various publicity
and educational programme to enhance public
awareness on cervical cancer prevention and to

increase the cervical screening participation rate
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