Chapter Four F[4&

Public Health Services Branch

The Public Health Services Branch aims at
strengthening the prevention and control of
tuberculosis, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
and sexually transmitted diseases, and provides
specialised clinical services.

Social Hygiene Service

The Social Hygiene Service is responsible for the
prevention and control of sexually transmitted
infections. It also operates dermatology clinics for
management of skin diseases including leprosy.

<O

In the control of sexually transmitted infections,
social hygiene clinics accept walk-in clients and
provide free medical treatment and counselling
service for eligible persons, thus ensuring a high
degree of accessibility. Staff of the Anti-Venereal
Disease Office carry out contact tracing, health
education and outreach activities to control the
spread of sexually transmitted infections. In
addition to outpatient service, there are eight
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beds in Queen Elizabeth Hospital and a few in
other public hospitals for the treatment of sexually
transmitted infections and skin diseases.

In 2008, there were 176 517 total attendances and E_BEFENF H2HEERDHRE
24 633 new attendances at social hygiene clinics. 176 DITEIZ R AR K24 633 FHEA
Among the new attendances in 2008, the most cHE_EBEFEN\FHNHEEF  EFER
commonly seen sexually transmitted infections E’\] MREIFMARER - ERFEMEEE
were non-gonococcal urethritis, non-specific BRE s ATEERE ~ WE - BEMAAEE
genital infection, genital warts, gonorrhoea, e (E15) °

syphilis and herpes genitalis (Figure 15).

Figure 15: Common Types of Sexually Transmitted Infections of New Attendances at Social Hygiene

Clinics, 2008
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Note : Each new patient can be classified under one or more than one type of diseases.
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The dermatology clinics provide specialised EENZ T ARENNEERRK AR
outpatient care for patients referred for skin EHRIPIZEBRE » RV LR
conditions. They are equipped with modern AN B eE G PRENKEERE
phototherapy and laser units. Skin conditions me -~k BN RE - EZ2F
commonly seen include eczema, verruca, tinea, B|ENE FERZETEHE19 6495 E
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acne, and psoriasis. In 2008, there were 19 649
new attendances and 178 943 total attendances.

Special Preventive Programme

The Special Preventive Programme (SPP) is
responsible for the prevention, surveillance
and clinical management of HIV/AIDS and the
prevention of viral hepatitis in Hong Kong. Its
four main areas of activities include clinical
programme, HIV prevention and health promotion,
policy development as well as research and
epidemiology programmes.

SPP’s clinical programme specialises in the
delivery of services to people living with HIV/
AIDS. The services range from AIDS Hotline, AIDS
Counselling and Testing, clinical consultation and
treatment, nursing care to psychosocial support.
Other clinical activities include management of
needle-stick injuries, dermatology and genitourinary
medicine consultations. The main HIV treatment
service is now provided at the Integrated Treatment
Centre at Kowloon Bay Health Centre. In 2008, the
total clinical attendance at SPP was 18 465, with a
1.7% decrease compared with the figure of 18 786
in 2007.

The HIV prevention and health promotion
programmes address HIV prevention in the
community setting, and are mainly delivered
through the operation of the Red Ribbon Centre.
The mission of Red Ribbon Centre is to facilitate and
enhance the community’s response to HIV/AIDS.
Besides designing and implementing activities
directly, SPP also collaborates with community
agencies in undertaking a number of projects such
as the “Red Ribbon in Action” AIDS Education
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