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& Epidemiology (APIC), US for infection control
practitioners in public and private hospitals.

A Developed e-learning programmes on infection
control and infectious disease management.

A Conducted training for healthcare and related
workers such as doctors, Chinese medicine
practitioners, allied healthcare workers,
infection control officers of Residential Care
Homes for the Elderly / Disabled Homes, and
various Government departments, to improve
the knowledge and practice on infection control
in their services.

A Provided infection control training for individuals
engaged in local hotel industry to improve the
knowledge and practice on infection control in
hotels.

Programme Management and
Professional Development
Branch

The Programme Management and Professional
Development Branch encompasses Programme
Management Division and Administrative Support
Division. It coordinates and provides secretarial
support for the Scientific Committees of CHP.
It liaises with international and regional health
authorities and facilitates collaboration activities,
coordinates research and training activities for
healthcare professionals, and provides secretarial
support to the Council for the AIDS Trust Fund.
It also plans, implements and evaluates the
Government’s vaccination programmes and
subsidy schemes.
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Programme Management and Professional
Development Branch provides administration
support to the scientific advisory structure of CHP.
The scientific advisory structure consists of a
three-tier system. At the top, there is a Board
of Scientific Advisers. The second tier consists
of Scientific Committees, members of which are
experts from various fields. Scientific Committees
in turn are supported by specific health protection
programmes and working groups, tailor-made to

address specific public health issues.

The scientific advisory structure serves as a
platform for members to meet regularly for
deliberation and professional exchange, so as to
formulate effective strategies that reinforce the
local health protection system.

In 2008, a total of 17 meetings were held and 35
scientific papers were discussed. A wide range
of public health issues were deliberated and eight
recommendations were made.

Programme Management and Professional
Development Branch is the hub for liaison with
international and regional health authorities and
facilitates collaboration activities. CHP is also a
founding member of the International Association
of National Public Health Institutes.

In 2008, health professionals from overseas
and the World Health Organisation visited CHP
for experience sharing. Apart from international
agencies,
Professional Development Branch establishes

Programme Management and

networks and promotes exchanges of professionals

between Hong Kong and various provinces
and cities of the Mainland. A total of 18 visit
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programmes were conducted and 198 visitors
were received in 2008.

The Research Fund for the Control of Infectious
Diseases (RFCID) was established after the SARS
outbreak in 2003, to facilitate and support research
on the prevention, treatment and control of
infectious diseases. Programme Management and
Professional Development Branch is responsible
for coordinating research commissioned by CHP,
facilitating the submissions to the RFCID Grant
Review Board, and monitoring the progress of
research activities. In 2008, funding was approved
for three research projects commissioned by CHP.

In order to build the professional expertise of
healthcare professionals, a wide range of training
programmes and seminars were organised in
collaboration with various parties. Topics covered
included current practice of the Department in
controlling disease outbreaks, basic life support
training, etc. In 2008, a total of seven training
programmes were organised and co-organised,
with 917 participants, mainly healthcare
professionals.

The AIDS Trust Fund, administered on the advice
of the Council for the AIDS Trust Fund, was
established on 30 April 1993 with an initial capital
of HK$350 million by a Declaration of Trust under
the Financial Secretary Incorporation Ordinance
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(Cap. 1015) to finance payments for the purposes
of making ex-gratia payments for haemophiliacs
and others who were infected with HIV through
the transfusion of contaminated blood or blood
products in Hong Kong prior to August 1985; to
grant projects in the provision of medical and
support services for HIV patients; and to conduct
promotion and education on AIDS. Programme
Management and Professional Development
Branch provided administrative support for
the Council. In 2008, there were 32 ongoing
programmes/projects supported by the AIDS Trust
Fund. The Council for AIDS Trust Fund processed
a total of 48 new submissions for grants. Among
them, 29 applied for the newly established Special
Project Fund of which 15 of them were approved.
19 applied for Medical and Support Services
fund and the Publicity and Public Education fund,
of which 12 were approved. The Council also
received and approved 29 claims for additional
ex-gratia payments.

The Programme Management and Professional
Development Branch was responsible for the
planning and implementation of the Government’s
Influenza Vaccination Programme 2008/09. Free
vaccination was provided to around 310 000 high
risk persons.

To minimise the chance of hospitalisation in
children caused by seasonal influenza, an
Influenza Vaccination Subsidy Scheme was
introduced by the Government in 2008. Under the
Scheme, those children aged between six months
and below six years who were not under the
Government Influenza Vaccination Programme,
could receive Government subsidised influenza
vaccination at $80 per dose from private doctors.
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Programme Management and Professional
Development Branch was responsible for the
planning, implementation and administration of
the Scheme. In 2008, over 1 200 private doctors
and 1 500 clinics enrolled in the scheme providing
subsidised vaccination services throughout Hong
Kong. Upon conclusion of the Scheme, about
178 000 subsidised vaccination were administered,
covering about 103 800 children. The overall
coverage of the target group was 34.6% which

was comparable to the rate in western countries.
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Public Health Laboratory
Services Branch

The Public Health Laboratory Services Branch of
CHP provides quality clinical diagnostic and public
health laboratory services to the public and private
health sectors for both patient care and public
health functions.
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