Chapter Four FE[4&

Forensic Pathology Service

The Forensic Pathology Service provides
forensic pathology and clinical forensic medicine
services to Government departments, including
performance of forensic examinations on victims
and suspects of sexual offences; and provision of
expert opinions in the field of forensic medicine on
consultation cases. It works closely with the Hong
Kong Police Force and provides professional input
on medico-legal aspects of criminal and other
types of cases, including attendance at scenes
of suspicious death to examine dead bodies and
assist in crime scene investigation.

The Service is also responsible for the operation
and management of public mortuaries, including
handling the receipt, temporary storage, formal
identification, post-mortem examination and
release of bodies of reported deaths as stipulated
in the Coroners Ordinance (Cap. 504). On the
order of the Coroner, forensic pathologists will
perform medico-legal autopsies and necessary
laboratory investigations on dead bodies to
ascertain and report on the causes of death to the
Coroner and Police. Laboratory facilities to provide
histopathology investigations are available at the
public mortuaries.

In 2008, 7 500 post-mortem examinations, 1 100

clinical medico-legal examinations and 26 000
laboratory examinations were performed.
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Professional Development and
Quality Assurance Service

The Professional Development and Quality
Assurance (PDQA) Service aims at providing
quality assured personal health services; and to
support and promote the practice of professional
development and quality assurance activities
within the Department and primary healthcare
services.

The service comprises of the Administrative Unit
and four clinics, namely Education and Training
Centre in Family Medicine, Hong Kong Families
Clinic, Kowloon Families Clinic and Chai Wan
Families Clinic. Clients include civil servants,
pensioners and their dependants, and patients
referred to the Education and Training Centre in

Family Medicine.

During this period, in addition to providing full
clinical services, PDQA Service provided 78 Basic
Life Support Provider Courses for 529 colleagues
and organised 15 Continuing Medical Education
In 2008/09, the
service completed a clinical audit on management

activities for 678 colleagues.
of overweight and obesity, revised the hypertension

guideline and developed the lipid management
guideline.
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