Chapter Four F[4&

Radiation Health Unit

The Radiation Health Unit is the Government’s
adviser on radiation safety and protection. It
advises the Government on the protection of
public health in nuclear incidents, management
of radioactive materials and radioactive wastes,
and the health effects of radiation fields. It serves
as the executive arm of the Radiation Board to
control the import, export, possession and use of
radioactive substances and irradiating apparatus
and safeguards occupational and public health
through licensing control and inspection. It
also provides radiation monitoring and health
surveillance services for persons engaged
in radiation work and precision calibration of
reference radiological dosimetry instruments for
radiation metrology laboratories.

In 2008, the unit assessed and processed 10 775
licences and permits and provided monitoring
service to 9 615 persons engaged in radiation
work. The average radiation exposure of those
persons engaged in radiation work was 0.09mSv
against an annual statutory limit of 20mSv.

The other major achievements of the unit in
2008 include providing advisory information on
radiological matters to facilitate the planning of the
2008 Olympic and Paralympic Equestrian Games
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in Hong Kong.
Specialised Services
Child Assessment Service

The Child Assessment Service (CAS), aiming at
contributing to the rehabilitation of children with
developmental-behavioural problems or disorders
through a multidisciplinary team approach,
operates a total of six centres in Kowloon and
New Territories to provide assessment for children
aged under 12.

The team, comprising paediatricians, public health
nurses, clinical psychologists, social workers,
speech therapists, physiotherapists, occupational
therapists, audiologists and optometrists, works
together to:

A provide comprehensive physical, psychological
and social assessment for children with
developmental anomalies;

A formulate rehabilitation plan after developmental
diagnosis;

A assist to arrange appropriate pre-school and
school placements for training, remedial and
special education where necessary; and

A provide interim support to parents and the
children through counselling, talks and support
groups.

In the spirit of its vision, mission and values, CAS is

committed to strive for improving public awareness
and practice standards by reaching more parents
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