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HIGHLIGHTS
OF THE YEAR 2008

January

h Empowered parents with knowledge and skills
about food nutrition through the Healthy Eating
Ambassador Training Programme and a series
of mass communication activities on television,
radio and printed media.
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b The provisions relating to the licensing system
of Chinese medicine traders and the import
and export control of Chinese medicines under
the Chinese Medicine Ordinance came into
full effect on 11 January, to further strength the
control of Chinese medicine.

h Launched the Laboratory Information System
‘ECPath” for Histopathology and Cytology
Division to enhance the operational and
managerial efficiency of the Division.
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h Held

Chapter Two &£ _&

the Centre for Health Protection
Symposium “Emerging and Re-emerging
Infectious Diseases — New Perspectives, New
Approaches and New Tools” on 18-19 January.
A number of distinguished speakers shared
their experiences, wisdom and insightful ideas
on a wide range of subjects from global to local
perspectives, as well as on some advanced
medical topics in the Symposium.

b Participated in the “Exercise on Emergency
Response to Nuclear Power Plant Incident
Arising from Terrorist Attack” organised by the
Prevention and Emergency Administrative
Commission Office of Guangdong Province for
Nuclear Accident of Civil Nuclear Facility.

b Signed a Cooperation Agreement on Health
Quarnatine Arrangement with Shenzhen Entry-
Exit Inspection and Quarantine Bureau to further
strengthen the collaboration between Hong
Kong and Shenzhen on public health measures
in order to reduce the risk of cross-boundary
spread of communicable diseases.
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February

h The Fixed Penalty (Smoking Offences) Bill
was introduced into the Legislative Council
in February and passed into law in July. The
Ordinance provides for a fixed penalty system
(FPS) for offences related to violation of
smoking prohibition under the Smoking (Public
Health) Ordinance. Tobacco Control Office also
started putting in place practical arrangements
necessary for supporting the operation of FPS
including the establishment of information
technology system.

h Collaborated with Hospital Authority Infectious
Disease Centre at Princess Margaret Hospital
to organise an Infectious Disease and Infection
Control Conference inviting renowned overseas
speakers from the Johns Hopkins University
and local speakers.

h Organised a travel health exhibition at China
Ferry Terminal.

March

h Collaborated with the Licensing Office of
Residential Care Homes of the Elderly of Social
Welfare Department to conduct five one-day
training courses on infection control in March
and April to staff of elderly homes.

h Started to issue the “Notice of confirmation of
transitional registration of proprietary Chinese
medicine” to applicants of the products fulfilling
the transitional registration requirements.
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b Collaborated with the Hong Kong Tuberculosis, hAZERE THRREBR., c BEBEK
Chest and Heart Diseases Association and Z-O0RAMRmENEREERS
the Hospital Authority to organise awareness MRS IR ED ©

programmes to echo the “World TB Day”.

. Collaborated with British Consulate-General hEEFBEBRESENR-_HATTtH
Hong Kong to organise a seminar namely B s T EAMKRREENACEE
“Management of Infectious Disease and A NSNS g LEBREFRINE
Community Health” on 17 March. The objective RREENLR > WD ZRERE - 1T
of the seminar was to share British experience EEIE - BAAAENR Y SEN ST
on infectious disease management with Bl e

Hong Kong counterparts and facilitate the
information exchange in the field of healthcare,
community care, communication and information
technology.
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A Implemented a hand hygiene promotional AEZRENAHE  EE4AEE N84
program in 84 clinics of the Department of BT 2BHEESNFEEER
Health from March to August. The programme o EITFESEALEHEERE LU
was built upon World Health Organization BRI ER -

recommendations to promote hand hygiene
and reduce the spread of infectious diseases.
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April A

h Launched the territory-wide “EatSmart@ AROHTHER Y RBMEN "F 7
restaurant.hk” Campaign on 10 April to sustain 2, RE, EF  ZEHEBEMRE
healthy eating principles for the general public FRARBFDBRMNRENSF » W
when they eat outside. In collaboration with the PREABTRMLERIERE -

catering industry and various stakeholders, the
Campaign fostered a strong alliance to help
restaurants provide healthy options to their

customers.
EHHERR

h More than 437 000 students from 907 pre- hRBITERNE R ERIABHERR
primary institutions, primary and secondary 437 000&22ENNE+tH—RER
schools enjoyed nutritious and delicious treats ERAZHEESEMERMKNKR - B
of fruits at school in support of “Fruit Day” on TR "RESRRERE ., BEEEH
17 April, a major promotional event under the m—IEARAEEEE — "4ARAB.L
“EatSmart@school.hk” campaign. A fruit day WHRERO "R, BEEM - LIEE
thematic song was developed to promote the FRER—RIZAKRNEE -

habit of daily fruit intake in a joyful way.
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b Organised the “Workshop on Public Health for
Media Workers” to enhance media workers’
understanding of public health issues and
reinforce the collaboration between media and
public health workers. Over 30 media workers
from 20 media organisations took part in the
workshop.
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Public Health
Laboratory Services Branch was reassessed
by Hong Kong Accreditation Service as the

b The Virology Division of

accredited laboratory for medical

according to 1ISO15189.

testing

b Organised a seminar “AIDS Seminar 2008” on
19 April to commemorate the 15th Anniversary
of the Council for the AIDS Trust Fund and the
10th Anniversary of the Hong Kong Coalition
of AIDS Service Organisations as well as
promoting joint force for the fight against HIV/
AIDS and experience sharing.
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b Collaborated with the Correctional Services

Department to conduct a prospective study
namely, “Prevalence study of Community
Associated - Methicillin-Resistant
Staphylococcus  aureus (CA-MRSA) at
Correctional Services Department” from April
2008 to March 2009 to determine the prevalence
of CA-MRSA and its risk factors among the
incarcerated population of Hong Kong. The
study was completed in March 2009. No case
of CA-MRSA infection was identified.

h Establishment of Centre for Health Protection-

Hospital Authority (CHP-HA) Collaboration Unit
to strengthen the liaison between public health
authorities, HA Infectious Disease Centre and
HA Central Committee of Infection Disease
and Emergency Response. The office targets
to enhance infectious diseases preparedness;
steer service protocol and research projects;
review and update clinical infectious disease
management guidelines; and coordinate
knowledge management and training activities
on infectious disease.

A Launched online application for Free Pratique

in Port Health Office in supporting the Marine
Department’s Electronic-Business System.
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May

A Held a “Principal Summit” on 6 May to strengthen
communication with primary school principals
in deliberating strategies to promote healthy
eating among school children.

hR
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R ENBREBE - REREE
BERERREZRE

A Co-organised a 2-day seminar “Short Course
on Social Marketing” with the School of Public
Health of the Chinese University of Hong Kong,
on 22 and 23 May. About 280 participants from
different sectors and disciplines, attended the
seminar.
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A Organised “Exercise Compass” with the
Mainland authorities to strengthen the overall
preparedness and response of concerned
Government departments in handling referral of
suspected Avian Influenza cases at the border
checkpoint.
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June

h Delivered a series of health talks for the

Pilot Neighbourhood Active Ageing Project,
initiated by the Elderly Commission to promote
the concept of active ageing and enhance
neighbourhood support with a view to creating
a harmonious society.

h Organised “Exercise Equator” to test the

overall preparedness and response of the
Government and related organisations to public
health incidents during the 2008 Olympic and
Paralympic Equestrian Events.

h Organised the second Centre for Health

Protection Sentinel Surveillance Conference,
with the theme of “Surveillance admist infectious
disease crisis” to encourage the exchange of
knowledge and experience on the prevention
and control of infectious diseases among
sentinel partners.

gt |
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A Participated in the eighth Tripartite Meeting
of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao on
the Prevention and Control of Communicable
Diseases in Macao on 26 and 27 June to
examine the situation and trend of major
infectious diseases in three places.

>
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A Conducted a drill on Avian Influenza with
Shenzhen Entry-exit Inspection and Quarantine
Bureau at Shenzhen Bay Port.

July

A Co-organised the “Babycare Room Award” with
the Hospital Authority and the Baby Friendly
Hospital Initiative Hong Kong Association, to
encourage provision of desirable babycare
facilities by private enterprises and public
organisations in public areas so as to promote
breastfeeding.
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h Held a study on microbiological quality of
cooked rice and noodles in collaboration with the
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department.
Findings of the study were published in CHOICE
magazine in December 2008.

h Participated in an emergency response
exercise organised by the Security Bureau on
the preparedness against chemical, biological,
radiological and nuclear agent attack during
the 2008 Olympic and Paralympic Equestrian
Games in Hong Kong.
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August

h Manned a booth on safety use of Chinese
medicine in the “International Conference and
Exhibition of the Modernisation of Chinese
Medicine and Health Products 2008”.

A Organised a travel health exhibition at the Hong
Kong International Airport.
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A Signed a Cooperation Agreement with the MIHFXEEEERBREAREES
Mainland General Administration of Quality "EREERENSEREE,  E—
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine to ShamitEE AEORGLEBERE
further strengthen the collaboration between MR EMNEE  UBEERRBERE
Hong Kong and the Mainland on public health RERY &L o

measures in order to reduce the risk of cross-
boundary spread of communicable diseases.

September B

. Organised awareness programme on dementia A BEEE - BEBRATRAREN
to staff of Housing Department, Mass ETHEBEMNEFRRIESBNERSE
Transit Railway Corporation and Immigration B - LUhnsa e R ROE R
Department to raise their awareness on NIBFFEE BENFRIG -

dementia and enhance their skills in tackling
clients suspected to be suffering from dementia.

A Enrolled more than 1 000 teachers and parents h BB —TREKE219E/NENEMAMEK
from 219 primary schools into a new round of R2HETH BN REE "2. &%
“School ‘NutriAgent’ Project”. TEr&, -

. Launched the Love Teeth Campaign to promote AERY "2BAETEH., NEBRE
oral health among the community. g mEEmREREOERE -
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b Child Assessment Service (CAS) commissioned

the Census and Statistics Department to
conduct a Thematic Household Survey on
‘Public Awareness and Attitudes towards
Developmental Disabilities in Children”. Formal
results were released in September. CAS
embarked on a relevant public education
campaign in collaboration with stakeholders in
the same month.

h Started enrolment of private healthcare service

providers to Elderly Health Care Voucher Pilot
Scheme to be launched in January 2009.
Under the Scheme, elders aged 70 or above
would be given annually, through an electronic
system, five health care vouchers of $50 each
to partially subsidise their use of primary health
care services in the private sector.

October

Committee on Vaccine
Preventable Diseases recommended seven-
valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine to be
incorporated into the Hong Kong Childhood
Immunisation Programme. The Chief Executive
announced in his policy address that the
recommendation was adopted and the
programme would be implemented from the

third quarter of 2009.

b Published the framework document, “Promoting

Health in Hong Kong: A Strategic Framework for
Prevention and Control of Non-communicable
Diseases”, aiming to further strengthen Hong
Kong'’s capacity to respond to the growing threat
of non-communicable diseases.
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A Established a high-level “Steering Committee on
Prevention and Control of Non-communicable
Diseases” to deliberate on and oversee the
overall roadmap and strategy of implementation.
The Steering Committee is chaired by the
Secretary for Food and Health, and comprises
representatives of the Government, public and
private sectors, academia, professional bodies,
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A Established “International Advisory Panel on
Tobacco Dependence” and convened the first
meeting in Hong Kong. The Panel consists
of eminent international experts in tobacco
control and smoking cessation. It advises the
Department of Health on matters relating to
strategic development of smoking cessation
service in Hong Kong.
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BERBBTYEREZE - NEABIER
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2 e

A Organised various programmes for local HIV
prevention workers including a seminar entitled
“Addressing increasing rates of HIV among Hong
Kong Men having Sex with Men”, workshops
about positive HIV prevention programme and
HIV responses in Australia.
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A Held the World Health Organization Workshop
on strengthening Tuberculosis Laboratories.

h Co-organised with Shun Tak — China Travel
Ship Management and Hong Kong International
Airport in an infectious disease exercise drill at
Skypier.

BT RGEEBRICERRERE
T1EDy -
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HER SRR T BT ASHERR

440 ST
JEEEE -

November

h Produced and distributed the “Comprehensive
Child Development Service (CCDS) - Resource
Kit on Child Development and Behavior
Management for Pre-primary Teachers” to
pre-primary teachers. The kit aims to facilitate
pre-primary teachers to identify and refer
children with physical, developmental, learning
or behavioural problems to Maternal and
Child Health Centres for assessment and
management.
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A Launched the annual “Influenza Vaccination
Programme” in all elderly homes and disabled
homes in Hong Kong to provide vaccination for
residents and staff.

A Launched the annual “Influenza Vaccination
Programme” in all Maternal and Child Health
Centres, three family clinics and Education and
Training Centre in Family Medicine to provide
vaccination for eligible patients.

A Launched a new vaccination programme
‘Influenza Vaccination Subsidy Scheme” on
1 November 2008 to encourage influenza
vaccination among Hong Kong children between
the age of six months and less than six years.
Eligible children could receive subsidised
vaccination in enrolled private doctors’ clinics
until 31 March 2009.

& RIS E S AT El

Influenza Vaccination Subsidy Scheme
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Launched the Centralised Organ Donation
Register, making the organ donation system
more user-friendly to the public and more
effective in realising donors’ wish of lighting up
other people’s lives after they had passed away.

HHPRFERBECAM AR
RETENRERBRS  LEBAK
M RIBRER S NE /B AREE
a2 JCRY/ORE o

Participated in the World Health Organization
Congress on Traditional Medicine held in
Beijing.

Manned a booth on the development and
regulation of Chinese medicine in Hong Kong in
the “Exhibition of Traditional Chinese Medicine,
Beijing, China, 2008”.

Produced a new set of publicity materials
featuring the UNAIDS Special Representative,
Miss Miriam Yeung to promote the care and
acceptance of people living with HIV.

Launched the Centralised Organ Donation
Register for prospective donors to voluntarily
register their wish of donating organs. The
Register will enable medical personnel
responsible for organ donation to know upon
the patients’ death about their wish to donate
organs, and the bereaved family to acknowledge
the deceased’s wish to rekindle lives of other
people.
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A Set up a mini web under the Centre for Health h TERT AR R O U 2 T e S KR A
Protection website to promote the concept of vh o MTMERHEE " EEEANRAER,
“proper use of antibiotics” to the public. AL o

. ,/
1
Beware of Antibiotic Resistance

Use Antibiotics Properly ~ _{ 5

- RAMFRR
S Keep hands clean. =
| e

1
KA - AN AMERR + FTRR o J iT T'j

Drink only boiled water. Eat only well-cooked food.
— == -y

- WA RS W LEOE -
Wear maskif you have respiratory symproms.

A Participated in the annual meeting to exchange A ZHEBRKRAMESE  BLELER
experience on health quarantine issues in BEEFHZ&RRIM  THEREE
five places, namely Guangdong, Hong Kong, BEERBRERAREE "EMITES/
Shenzhen, Zhuhai, and Macao. Also signed AHERT=AMNN A E A B EE
a Cooperation Agreement on River Trade BHEELHE, °

Vessel Inspection with the Mainland General
Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection
and Quarantine.

December +—8

. Established a formal referral and reply system AEBRESORHBERRBHEHSES
between pre-primary institutions and Maternal BIEBEY —EZNKEIBHE - &
and Child Health Centres (MCHCs) under the NMEEENERIEENRZES R
Comprehensive Child Development Service AR R A SR 4 o

through which pre-primary teachers could
make use of the system to refer children with
suspected health or developmental problem to
MCHC for preliminary assessment.
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A In an ongoing effort to encourage Hong Kong h ABE— ST RESITEMSDUCIERER
people to regularly climb stairs for better B g4aZHEEAREFAER "
health, the Department of Health and the MTR %HITIERE ~ ZEREE , FEEEEL
Corporation jointly extended the “Step Your + BB, o

Way to Health” campaign at 76 stations in the
MTR network.

h Organised a joint exercise code-named hER A A SORPIR AP RN —IER
“Great Wall 2008” to test the collaboration b T EEAMR2008, HRE B
and coordination of the health authorities in AR =R EE T FARENSEM
Hong Kong, Mainland and Macao in mounting Fh o

emergency response.
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A Established the “Working Group on Diet and ALY TERRAESREEE) TIE/A
Physical Activity”, the first working group — EBELREBE %%‘ﬁé/@u?ﬁ’]g
under the Steering Committee on Prevention @ITIENE » MENAEENGRE
and Control of Non-communicable Diseases, B - RZEEFDLENZRARME
to tackle the imminent problems caused by BT REE -
unhealthy dietary habits, physical inactivity and
obesity.

A Participated in the Asian Harmonisation Working AR ES N E RS ﬁ/fiﬁﬁ%uﬂ ey
Party (AHWP) Work Plan Meeting in Shenzhen PORYI BN TFESIE = - LUEE
to promote collaboration among regulatory BHE M E R J%E{&%ﬁ%ﬁfﬁﬁﬁg
authorities and the medical device industry iR HENATE -
for the harmonisation of regulation on medical
devices.

A Collaborated with Shenzhen Center for Disease . B [R)ZR 31| T 2= 8 TEL B 42 6l AR /O A R P
Control and Prevention and Macao Center for WA S P OB R — R REF
Disease Control and Prevention to launch a HmBNEBER -

series of World AIDS Day activities.
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h Conducted “Enhanced  Surveillance for
Community-Associated Methicillin-Resistant
Staphylococcus aureus at Accident & Emergency
Departments and General Outpatient Clinics”.
Under the programme, the attending physicians
were encouraged to take wound swabs for
patients presenting with skin and soft tissue
infections.

h Participated in the annual crash and rescue
exercise at the Hong Kong International Airport.
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