Surveillance and Epidemiology
Branch

The Surveillance and Epidemiology Branch
comprises four divisions, namely Communicable
Disease Division, Non-communicable Disease
Division, Central Health Education Unit and
Community Liaison Division.

Communicable Disease Division

The Communicable Disease Division maintains a
comprehensive network of communicable disease
notifications; conducts detailed epidemiological
investigation on disease outbreaks; institutes
appropriate control measures and provides health
advice to stop disease propagation. It also collects,
collates, analyses and disseminates surveillance
data on communicable diseases; establishes a
central communicable disease information system
and generates regular reports; develops and
coordinates a communicable disease surveillance
system for the Pearl River Delta Region; and
develops specialised expertise in the surveillance
of targeted infections of public health importance.

Non-communicable Disease Division

The Non-communicable Disease Division is
responsible for surveillance and control of non-
communicable diseases of significance to the Hong
Kong population; and the formulation of strategies
in relation to cancer prevention, cardiovascular
health, men’s health, etc.

The territory-wide Cervical Screening Programme
was launched in 2004 in collaboration with other
service providers. Cervical cancer is one of the
most important female cancers in Hong Kong.
The Programme conducts various publicity
and educational programme to enhance public
awareness on cervical cancer prevention and to
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increase the cervical screening participation rate
among women. In long run, the incidence and
mortality from cervical cancer would be reduced.
The Cervical Screening Programme website
(www.cervicalscreening.gov.hk)  provides the
general public and healthcare professionals with
information related to cervical screening. The
Cervical Screening Information System (www.csis.
gov.hk) serves as a central registry of information
for registered women, service providers and
laboratories.

The “Men’s Health Programme” which was
launched in 2002 continues its strategic
position as a health promotion programme that
addresses men’s health issues comprehensively
at different levels, including diseases, lifestyle,
social influences, risk taking and health seeking
behaviours. The ultimate goal is to improve the
physical, mental and social health of the adult
male population in Hong Kong. The Men’s Health
Programme website (www.hkmenshealth.com)
registered about 1.2 million visits in 2007.

A Behavioural Risk Factor Surveillance System
was established to collect information on health-
related behaviours of Hong Kong adult population
through regular telephone surveys. The information
is useful for monitoring the trend of health-related
behaviours, which is important for planning,
implementing and evaluating health promotion
and disease prevention programmes.

The “HealthyHK” website, which was launched
since February 2005, continues to serve as a
platform which allows information sharing with a
view to promote public health. Members of the
public can access aggregated data through the
“‘HealthyHK” website.
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The Surveillance and Epidemiology Branch is
also responsible for the daily operation the Public
Health Information System (PHIS). The aim of
PHIS is to enhance the ability to collect, analyse
and disseminate health information to contribute
towards making evidence-based decisions on
health and health-related policies, resource
allocation, and the planning, implementation and
evaluation of health services. PHIS continues
to serve colleagues in the Department of Health
and various government agencies in health data
sharing.

Central Health Education Unit

Central Health  Education Unit (CHEU)
discharges its expanded roles and functions in
health promotion through the advocacy of
knowledge-based, needs-driven and effective
health promotion actions within and beyond the
Department. Through a multidisciplinary workforce,
CHEU provides steer and leadership, information
support and resources to partners in health
promotion. The six priority areas for action are
prevention of communicable diseases, nutrition,
physical activity, injury prevention, mental health
and tobacco control.

To enhance public awareness, influence attitudes
and sustain public motivation to reduce health
risks, CHEU adopted social marketing strategies
and arranged regular media interviews to
communicate the most updated health information
to the public. On important local health issues,
for instance influenza and dengue fever, updated
messages were disseminated to the public and
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