In 2007, there were 192 161 total attendances and
24 291 new attendances at social hygiene clinics.
Among the new attendances in 2007, the most
commonly seen sexually transmitted infections
were non-gonococcal urethritis, non-specific
genital infection, genital warts, gonorrhoea,
syphilis and herpes genitalis (Figure 15).
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Figure 15: Common Types of Sexually Transmitted Infections of New Attendances at Social Hygiene

Clinics, 2007
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The dermatology clinics provide specialised
outpatient care for patients referred for skin
conditions. They are equipped with modern
phototherapy and laser units. Skin conditions
commonly seen include eczema, verruca, tinea,
acne, and psoriasis. In 2007, there were 22 192
new attendances and 185 175 total attendances.

Special Preventive Programme
The Special Preventive Programme (SPP) is
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responsible for the prevention, surveillance
and clinical management of HIV/AIDS and the
prevention of viral hepatitis in Hong Kong. Its
four main areas of activities include clinical
programme, HIV prevention and health promotion,
policy development as well as research and
epidemiology programmes.

SPP’s clinical programme specialises in the
delivery of services to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The services range from hotlines, HIV counselling
and testing, clinical consultation and treatment,
nursing care to psychosocial support. Other clinical
activities include management of needle-stick
injuries, dermatology and genitourinary medicine
consultations. The main HIV treatment service is
now provided at the Integrated Treatment Centre
at Kowloon Bay Health Centre. In 2007, the total
clinical attendance at SPP was 18 786, with an
15.7% increase compared with the figure of 16 233
in 2006.

The HIV prevention and health promotion
programmes address HIV prevention in the
community setting, and are mainly delivered
through the operation of the Red Ribbon Centre.
The mission of Red Ribbon Centre is to facilitate
and enhance the community’s response to HIV/
AIDS. Besides designing and implementing
activities directlyy, SPP also collaborates with
community agencies in undertaking a number of
projects such as the “Red Ribbon in Action” AIDS
Education Funding Scheme and the Lions-Red
Ribbon Centre Fellowship Scheme. To target risk
behaviours, Red Ribbon Centre also organises
condom promotion activities and outreach
programmes for drug users. Two ongoing large-
scale voluntary HIV screening programmes are in
operation through the support of SPP—universal
antenatal HIV screening and universal testing of
methadone clinic attendees.
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To echo the theme of World AIDS Campaign
2007 - “Stop AIDS, Keep the Promise” on World
AID Day, the Department launched a series of
publicity activities, to raise HIV awareness, risk
perception and promote safer sex practice in the
general population in Hong Kong. These activities
helped to set the scene, create a supportive
environment, facilitate  targeted  activities
and improve prevention of infection in other

communities.

From July 2007 to May 2008, the second HIV
prevention campaign targeting men having sex
with men named “Zerohero” was launched by
SPP in three phases. It included “Zero Infection”,
“Zero Drug Abuse” and “Zero Hopelessness”.
The promotional materials and messages were
disseminated in targeted venues, such as internet,
saunas and bars.

Red Ribbon Centre is the UNAIDS Collaborating
Centre for Technical Support, which provides
the framework for interfacing with the Mainland’s
AIDS programmes and developing regional and
international collaboration. The “Lions Red Ribbon
Fellowship Scheme” under the sponsorship of
Lions Clubs International District 303 - Hong
Kong and Macau is an attachment programme
to support mainland professionals to further their
professional development or research in HIV/AIDS
control. In 2007, ten workers were trained under
this scheme.

Red Ribbon Centre produces a variety of resource
materials including six regular publications: ACA
Newsfile, “AIDS Bulletin”, The Node, Hong Kong
STD/AIDS Update, “Red Ribbon”, and “Networking
Voice”.

As regards policy development, SPP provides
secretariat and operational support to the Hong
Kong Advisory Council on AIDS (ACA), which
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advises on the overall AIDS programme in Hong
Kong. In 2007, ACA launched a new set of HIV/
AIDS strategies for Hong Kong 2007-2011.

SPP’s research and epidemiology programme
includes  maintaining the voluntary HIV/
AIDS reporting system, coordinating the HIV
seroprevalence system, operating behavioural
surveillance mechanism, supporting sexually
transmitted infection surveillance programme and
running a series of registries and cohorts.

Tuberculosis and Chest Service

The Tuberculosis and Chest Service plays a key
role in the prevention and control of tuberculosis
in Hong Kong. Its main activities cover the
surveillance of tuberculosis and case finding,
directly observed treatment, BCG vaccination
programme for newborns and children aged under
15, and health education and research.
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The Tuberculosis and Chest Service operates
chest clinics in Hong Kong, providing outpatient
service to patients suffering from tuberculosis and
various chest diseases. In addition to chest clinics,
the Service also runs a Pneumoconiosis Clinic
which performs compensation assessment and
offers other healthcare services for pneumoconiotic
patients.
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