services, a “Code of Practice for Private Hospitals,
Nursing Homes and Maternity Homes” was
promulgated in 2003, and has been implemented
since 2004. The Code sets out minimum standards
for registration including general requirements
on organisation and administration, policies and
procedures, management of staff, equipment
and accommodation, as well as specific types
of clinical and support services. The Code
enables healthcare institutions to understand the
requirements and standards of good practice in a
more explicit manner.

Special Health Services

Narcotics and Drug Administration
Unit

The Department of Health operates an out-patient
methadone maintenance as well as detoxification
scheme for opiate drug abusers. There are 20
methadone clinics in Hong Kong operating daily
including Sundays and public holidays. The total
number of patients registered with the scheme was
8 202 as at 31 December 2007 and the average
daily attendance in 2007 was 6 216.

Counselling services at methadone clinics are
provided by social workers of the Society for the Aid
and Rehabilitation of Drug Abusers. Methadone
clinics are also the contact point for referring
patients to other treatment and rehabilitation
agencies when necessary.

As drug addicts constitutes a high risk group
for AIDS and other blood borne diseases,
health education and counselling for patients is
always a priority. Concomitant activities include
broadcasting of health educational video and
cassette programmes in methadone clinics, free
distribution of condoms, provision of blood testing
and urine testing for HIV and blood testing for
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hepatitis B and hepatitis C infections for patients of
Methadone Treatment Programme.

Pharmaceutical Service

The Pharmaceutical Service ensures the safety,
quality and efficacy of medicines used in Hong
Kong. Acting on the authority of the Pharmacy
and Poisons Board, the Pharmaceutical
Service registers and approves the marketing
of pharmaceutical products, issues licences to
drug manufacturers, importers, wholesalers and
retailers, and joins hands with the Police against
illegal sale of controlled medicines. It comprises
four sections.

The Inspection and Licensing Section is
responsible for the enforcement of the provisions
of the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance (Cap.
138), the Antibiotics Ordinance (Cap. 137), and
the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Cap. 134).
Enforcement is effected through inspection and
licensing of drug manufacturers, importers,
wholesalers and retailers; investigation by way of
test purchases; sampling of products for analysis;
and initiation of prosecutions against offenders. In
2007, the number of inspections and prosecutions
conducted by the Inspection and Licensing Section
of the Pharmaceutical Service were 10 253
and 137 respectively (Figure 13). Pharmacist
inspectors participate in joint operations with the
Police against illegal activities involving controlled
medicines and act as expert withesses in the law
courts. Traditional Chinese medicines are also
tested for the presence of western medicines and
whether the level of heavy metals exceeds the
permissible limit.
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