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FOREWORD

| am delighted to publish this annual report of
the Department of Health as a reflection of our
work in 2006. This annual report is the 18th in
the series, which begun with the establishment
of the Department of Health in 1989. For the
past eighteen years, the Department has made
significant progress in meeting the changing
health needs and expectations of the public.

This report reviews the health of our community,
presents the work of the Department in 2006 and
highlights the direction of our future work. | hope
it will arouse greater awareness of our health
problems, generate discussion, and stimulate
positive actions by people from all walks of life.

| would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute
to all my colleagues who have contributed to
the efficient and effective functioning of the
Department. Though there have been ever
increasing pressures and difficulties, all performed
their duties with devotion and dedication.

| would also like to acknowledge with thanks
to the assistance and co-operation rendered
by other government departments, public
organisations, professional bodies, voluntary
agencies and the media. | look forward to your
continuous support so that the Department may
serve the community with greater responsiveness
and excellence of work.
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