103

Chapter Four Ey=

Dental Service

The primary objectives of the Dental Service
are to raise the oral health awareness of
the community, provide preventive and
promotive oral healthcare services to the
public, as well as provide dental services to
civil servants and their dependants as part
of Government’s contractual obligation to its

employees.

Preventive and promotive oral healthcare
services to the public are rendered through
the School Dental Care Service (SDCS) and the
Oral Health Education Unit (OHEU). Dental
Service also collaborates with Water Supplies
Department in the regular monitoring of the

level of fluoride in the water supply.

SDCS, in operation since 1980, promotes oral
hygiene and provides basic and preventive
dental care to primary school children
through eight School Dental Clinics (SDC) in
the territory. It has a 24-hour interactive
voice response system (2928 6132) and
homepage (www.schooldental.gov.hk) to
provide information on SDCS and oral health
for the general public. In 2005/06 school year,
398 301 primary school children from 793
schools participated in the SDCS, accounting
for 92.7% of the total primary school children
population in Hong Kong. Of all school
children who attended in 2005/06, 84.8%
were rendered dentally fit by the end of 2006.
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OHEU promotes oral health to all sectors of

the community by producing oral health
education materials and organising publicity
campaigns, and engaging in collaborative
projects with non-governmental agencies and
community groups. In addition to supporting
other health service units, OHEU continues
with the Kindergarten and Secondary
Students Oral Health Promotion Programmes.
OHEU continues to strengthen its efforts
on oral health promotion in a primary care
approach and delivers more outreaching
oral health educational programmes to a
larger section of the community through the
oral health promotion bus throughout the
territory. OHEU also provides a 24-hour oral
health education hotline (2713 6344) and
an oral health education homepage (www.
toothclub.gov.hk) to facilitate accessibility to
oral health information for the general public.
OHEU produced about 95 new titles of oral
health education materials in 2006. There
were 120 000 attendances at its programmes
and activities.
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The Dental Service also fulfils Government’s
contractual obligation to its employees.
Services to this target group are rendered
through 36 Government Dental Clinics
providing dental treatment to civil servants
and their dependants. Eleven of these clinics
also provide emergency dental services (for
pain relief and extraction) to the general
public as well. The Government dental
service accommodated 631 649 visits by civil
servants and dependants, and 92 495 visits by
general public patients in 2006.

Curative dental services are provided to
public hospital patients and prisoners/
inmates of correctional institutions. Patients
with special oral healthcare needs, such as the
mentally and physically handicapped, receive
dental care at seven oral maxillofacial surgery
and dental units (OMS&DUs). In 2006, a total
of 10 984 patients with special oral healthcare
needs were treated at the OMS&DUs.
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