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Three WHCs and ten MCHCs provides woman
health services to women aged at 64 or
below, which aim to promote the health of
women and address their health needs at

various stages of life.

Health promotion is provided through health
education on various women health topics,
such as healthy lifestyle, breast and cervical
cancers, menopause and osteoporosis.
WHCs also provide physical examination,
cervical screening and various appropriate
investigations for clients. Clients with
suspected abnormalities are referred to
specialists for further management.

In 2006, a total of 20 414 women registered
with the three WHCs and the ten MCHCs
with Woman Health Service. Health
problems detected included breast cancer,
cervical cancer, raised blood cholesterol,
hypertension, diabetes mellitus, and other
gynaecological problems etc.

Health Administration
and Planning Division

The “Medical Device Control Office”
was established in July 2004 for the
implementation of the voluntary Medical

Device Administrative Control System
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(MDACS) and development of a long-term
regulatory framework for medical devices.
The first and second phases of the MDACS
involving the listing of high and medium
risk devices were launched in 2004 and 2005
respectively.

The third phase of the MDACS, namely, the
Conformity Assessment Body Recognition
Scheme was also launched on 13th October
2006. This system would be further
developed to include the listing of local
manufacturers and importers in 2007.

The post-market surveillance system
processed 906 safety alerts and six adverse
incident reports in 2006. There were totally

155 safety alert cases affecting Hong Kong.

Medical Device Control Office organised 24
seminars and workshops related to medical
devices in 2006. The target audience
included the traders, public and healthcare

professionals. The contents included:

» Application for listing medical devices;

* Overview of the medical device safety
alert system;

» Safe use of medical equipment; and

* Management of medical devices in
hospitals and healthcare institutions.
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Under the Hospitals, Nursing Homes and
Maternity Homes Registration Ordinance
(Cap. 165), any person who intends to
operate a private hospital, maternity home
or nursing home must obtain registration
from the Director of Health. The Medical
Clinics Ordinance (Cap. 343) provides for the
registration of clinics that are operated on a
non-profit making basis. Legislations under
Cap. 165 and Cap. 343 were promulgated in
1937 and 1964 respectively. The licensing
authority was rested with the then Director of
Medical and Health and was later transferred
to Director of Health in 1989/90, upon
reorganisation of the former Medical and
Health Department and the consequential
establishment of Hospital Authority and the
Department.

Registration and monitoring of healthcare
institutions is carried out with respect to
accommodation, manpower and equipment.
The Office for Registration of Healthcare
Institutions is primarily responsible for
enforcing statutory provisions under
the relevant Ordinances and to ensure
the institutions are fit for the services to
be provided. Compliance of individual
institutions to statutory requirements is
monitored through field inspections; scrutiny

of the institution activities and complaint
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statistics; issuing advice and warning; and
direct handling of complaints lodged by
public against the institutions. In 2006, 72
announced inspections and 60 surprise visits
to 12 private hospitals, 30 nursing homes
and 9 maternity homes registered under Cap.
165 were conducted. There were 165 clinics
registered under Cap. 343. We have also
handled 57 complaints related to them in the

same year.

To meet the advancement of medical
technology and rising community aspirations
for quality services, a “Code of Practice
for Private Hospitals, Nursing Homes and
Maternity Homes” was promulgated in 2003,
and has been implemented since 2004.
The Code sets out minimum standards for
registration including general requirements
on organisation and administration, policies
and procedures, management of staff,
equipment and accommodation, as well as
specific types of clinical and support services.
The Code enables healthcare institutions to
understand the requirements and standards
of good practice in a more explicit manner.

Special Health Services

The Department of Health operates an
out-patient methadone maintenance as well
as detoxification scheme for opiate drug
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