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Public Health Services Branch
The Public Health Services Branch aims at strengthening

the prevention and control of tuberculosis, human

immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and sexually transmitted

diseases, and provides specialised clinical services.

Social Hygiene Service
The Social Hygiene Service is responsible for the

prevention and control of sexually transmitted infections.

It also operates dermatology clinics for management of

skin diseases including leprosy.

In the control of sexually transmitted infections, social

hygiene clinics accept walk-in clients and provide free

medical treatment and counselling service for eligible

persons, thus ensuring a high degree of accessibility.

Staff of the Anti-Venereal Disease Office carry out

contact tracing, health education and outreach activities

to control the spread of sexually transmitted infections.

Besides outpatient service, there are also 20 beds in

four public hospitals for the treatment of  sexually

transmitted infections and skin diseases.

In 2004, there were 243 232 total attendances and

28 559 new attendances at social hygiene clinics.

Among the new attendances in 2004, the most

commonly seen sexually transmitted infections were non-

specific genital infection, non-gonococcal urethritis,

genital warts, gonorrhoea, syphilis and herpes genitalis

(Figure 15).
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Figure 15 : Common Types of Sexually Transmitted Infections of New Attendances at Social Hygiene

Clinics, 2004
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Note : Each new patient can be classified under one or more than one type of diseases.
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The dermatology clinics provide specialised outpatient

care for patients referred for skin conditions.  They are

equipped with modern phototherapy and laser units.

Common skin conditions seen included eczema,

verruca, tinea, acne, and psoriasis.  In 2004, there were

20 734 new attendances and 159 667 total attendances.
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Special Preventive Programme
The Special Preventive Programme is responsible for

the prevention, surveillance and clinical management

of HIV/AIDS and the prevention of viral hepatitis in Hong

Kong.  Its four main areas of activities include clinical

programme, HIV prevention and health promotion, policy

development as well as research and epidemiology

programmes.

The clinical programme of Special Preventive

Programme specialises in the delivery of services to

people living with HIV/AIDS.  The services range from

hotlines, HIV counselling and testing, clinical consultation

and treatment, and nursing care to psychosocial support.

Other clinical activities include management of

needlestick injuries and dermatology/genitourinary

medicine consultations.  The main HIV treatment service

is now provided at the Integrated Treatment Centre at

Kowloon Bay Health Centre.  In 2004, the total clinical

attendance at Special Preventive Programme was

15 116, a 4% increase from that of 14 535 in 2003.

The HIV prevention and health promotion programmes

address HIV prevention in the community setting, and

are mainly delivered under the operation of the Red

Ribbon Centre.  The mission of Red Ribbon Centre is to

facilitate and enhance the community’s response to HIV/

AIDS.  Besides designing and implementing activities

directly, Special Preventive Programme also collaborates

with community agencies in undertaking a number of

projects such as the Youth Funding Scheme on AIDS

and the Lions-Red Ribbon Centre Fellowship Scheme.

In targeting risk behaviours, Red Ribbon Centre also

organises condom promotion activities and outreach
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programmes for drug users. Two ongoing large-scale

voluntary HIV screening programmes are in operation

through the support of Special Preventive Programme –

universal antenatal HIV screening and the regular testing

of drug users of methadone clinics.

A musical titled “Love under the Sun”, a joint venture of

some 38 artists, was produced in collaboration with the

Ministry of Health. Project “Tong Xing” was organised in

2004, employing the film to encourage HIV prevention

and care activities and to foster community participation

in Hong Kong. Nine different non-governmental

organisations participated in the launching carnival. The

year 2004 marked the 20th year of HIV epidemic in Hong

Kong. “0.2-the most inspiring person in Hong Kong AIDS

epidemic” was organised with Ming Pao on “World AIDS

Day”. A poster and news archive roving exhibition was

held as a parallel event.

Red Ribbon Centre is the UNAIDS Collaborating Centre

for Technical Support, which provides the framework for

interfacing with the Mainland’s AIDS programmes and

developing regional and international collaboration.  “Lions

Red Ribbon Fellowship Scheme” under the sponsorship

of Lions Club International District 303 Hong Kong and

Macau is an attachment programme to support mainland

professionals to further their professional development

or research in HIV/AIDS control. In 2004, seven workers

were trained under this scheme.   Red Ribbon Centre

produces a variety of resource materials including six

regular publications: ACA Newsfile, “AIDS Bulletin”, The

Node, Hong Kong STD/AIDS Update, “Red Ribbon”, and

“Networking Voice”.

As regards policy development, Special Preventive

Programme provides secretariat and operational support

to the Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS, which
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advises on the overall AIDS programme in Hong Kong.

With the support of Special Preventive Programme,

Hong Kong Advisory Council on AIDS published the

following research reports and recommendations:

(a) “The Forgotten Tragedy • The Unforgettable Trauma

- Addressing the needs of people affected by

haemophilia and HIV infection in Hong Kong”; and

(b) “Report on the construction of first set of core

indicators (2003) for monitoring Hong Kong’s AIDS

Programmes”.

The research and epidemiology programme of Special

Preventive Programme  includes maintaining the

voluntary HIV/AIDS reporting system, coordinating the

HIV seroprevalence system, operating behavioural

surveillance mechanism, supporting sexually transmitted

infection surveillance programme and running a series

of registries and cohorts.

Special Preventive Programme also lends support to the

Scientific Working Group on Viral Hepatitis Prevention,

which develops strategies on prevention and control of

viral hepatitis, including that of vaccination.  It is

responsible for the provision of hepatitis B vaccination

to Government health care staff, production of resource

materials and supporting education activities for the

community.  The collation of epidemiological information

on viral hepatitis in Hong Kong is also supported by the

Special Preventive Programme.
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Tuberculosis and Chest Service
The Tuberculosis and Chest Service plays a key role in

the prevention and control of tuberculosis in Hong Kong.

Its main activities cover the surveillance of tuberculosis

and case finding, supervised chemotherapy, BCG

vaccination for newborns and children aged under 15,

and health education and research.

The  Tuberculosis and Chest Service operates 18 chest

clinics in Hong Kong, providing outpatient service to

patients suffering from tuberculosis and various chest

diseases.  In addition to chest clinics, the Service also

runs a Pneumoconiosis Clinic which performs

compensation assessment and offers other health care

services for pneumoconiotic patients.

The total attendance at chest clinics was 820 102 in

2004, compared with 839 471 in 2003.  The common

types of new cases seen were active pulmonary

tuberculosis (12.7%), inactive tuberculosis (10.1%),

acute/chronic bronchitis (9.6%), acute respiratory

infection (6.5%), pneumonia (4.4%), active tuberculosis

of other forms (2.9%) and malignant neoplasm of trachea

and bronchus (1.2%) (Figure 16).
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Figure 16 : Common Types of New Cases Seen at Tuberculosis and Chest Clinics, 2004
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The coverage of BCG vaccination for newborn babies

has persistent ly been over 98% since 1980.

Disseminated forms of tuberculosis in infants and young

children are now relatively rare.

Surveillance and Epidemiology
Branch

The Surveil lance and Epidemiology Branch is

responsible for formulating strategies and implementing

measures in the surveillance, prevention and control of

communicable and non-communicable diseases.  It

comprises two divisions, namely Communicable Disease

Division and Non-communicable Disease Division.
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