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Tuberculosis and Chest Service
The Tuberculosis and Chest Service plays a key role in

the prevention and control of tuberculosis in Hong Kong.

Its main activities cover the surveillance of tuberculosis

and case finding, supervised chemotherapy, BCG

vaccination for newborns and children aged under 15,

and health education and research.

The  Tuberculosis and Chest Service operates 18 chest

clinics in Hong Kong, providing outpatient service to

patients suffering from tuberculosis and various chest

diseases.  In addition to chest clinics, the Service also

runs a Pneumoconiosis Clinic which performs

compensation assessment and offers other health care

services for pneumoconiotic patients.

The total attendance at chest clinics was 820 102 in

2004, compared with 839 471 in 2003.  The common

types of new cases seen were active pulmonary

tuberculosis (12.7%), inactive tuberculosis (10.1%),

acute/chronic bronchitis (9.6%), acute respiratory

infection (6.5%), pneumonia (4.4%), active tuberculosis

of other forms (2.9%) and malignant neoplasm of trachea

and bronchus (1.2%) (Figure 16).
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Figure 16 : Common Types of New Cases Seen at Tuberculosis and Chest Clinics, 2004
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The coverage of BCG vaccination for newborn babies

has persistent ly been over 98% since 1980.

Disseminated forms of tuberculosis in infants and young

children are now relatively rare.

Surveillance and Epidemiology
Branch

The Surveil lance and Epidemiology Branch is

responsible for formulating strategies and implementing

measures in the surveillance, prevention and control of

communicable and non-communicable diseases.  It

comprises two divisions, namely Communicable Disease

Division and Non-communicable Disease Division.
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