Health Indicators

Our major health indicators have reflected that the
people in Hong Kong generally are enjoying good health.
On average, a baby boy born in Hong Kong in 2003
could expectto live 78.5 years and a baby girl 84.3 years.
There has been a steady rise in the life expectancy of
our population over the past two decades (Figure 2),
and Hong Kong was among the best in the world
(Table A).

The infant mortality rate (IMR) and the under-5 mortality
rate in Hong Kong have been declining over the past
two decades, and reached a level as low as 2.3* per
1 000 live births and 0.6* per 1 000 population aged
under 5 in 2003 (Figure 3). IMR ranked among the
best in the world (Table B).

Maternal mortality ratio has remained low for the past
two decades. In 2003, there were two* cases of
maternal death reported and maternal mortality ratio was
4.2* per 100 000 live births.

Note: * Provisional figure.
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Figure 2 : Life Expectancy at Birth (Male and Female), 1984-2003
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Table A : Life Expectancy at Birth in Hong Kong and Selected Countries
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Country / Territory Life Expectancy at Birth (years)
ER ~ HE H AR FEHTFPSSH (F5R)

Male BT FemaleZrit¥
Hong Kong &% 78.5 (2003) 84.3 (2003)
USA B 74.7 (2002) 79.9 (2002)
UK 2] 75.8 (2002) 80.5 (2002)
Singapore ¥ iN% 76.9 (2003) 80.9 (2003)
Japan HZAX 78.3 (2002) 85.2 (2002)

Note: Figure in brackets denotes the reference year of the respective figure.
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Figure 3 : Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) and Under 5 Mortality Rate (MR), 1984-2003
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Table B : Infant Mortality Rate in Hong Kong and Selected Countries
*B . EBREFEROESET X

Country / Territory Infant Mortality Rate
Ex HE BT R
(No. of deaths per 1 000 live births)
(EETaEELRRTAEHETAR)

Hong Kong &% 2.3* (2003)
USA EE 7.0* (2002)
UK 5.2 (2002)
Singapore ¥1N# 2.5 (2003)
Japan B 3.0 (2002)

Notes: * Provisional figure. Figure in brackets denotes the reference year of the respective figure.
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