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Foreword

I am delighted to publish this annual report of the
Department of Health as a reflection of our
achievements in 2000. This annual report is the 12th
ofthe series, which has begun since the establishment
ofthe Department of Health in 1989. For the past twelve
years, the Department has made significant progress
in meeting the changing health needs and expectations

of the public.

This report reviews the health of our community and
presents the work of the Department in 2000. The
release of the consultation document, entitled "Lifelong
Investment in Health" on 12 December 2000 has
generated considerably wide public interest and
debate. Amongst others, the proposal on the revamped
role of the Department of Health as health advocate and
strengthening of preventive care has received wide
support from different sectors of the community. To
maintain the momentum of the reform, the
Department has identified the health priorities of
different target groups and highlights the direction for
our future work in this report. I hope it will arouse
greater awareness of our health problems, generate
discussion, and stimulate positive actions by people

from all walks of life.

I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to
all my colleagues who have contributed to the efficient
and effective functioning of the Department. Though
there have been ever increasing pressures and
difficulties, all performed their duties with devotion

and dedication.
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I would also like to acknowledge with thanks to the B 15 B AR AR 2B & R Y A B
assistance and co-operation rendered by other

government departments, public organisations,

professional bodies, voluntary agencies and the media.
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Without their contributions, the efforts of the R B i R (R 3 1Y B A
Department alone to secure the health of the
population cannot be maximised.

With our determination and vigour, and continued
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support from all concerned, I am confident that the

Department will continue to serve the community with

excellent work in the challenging years ahead.
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Dr. Margaret CHAN

Director of Health
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