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In support of the Government’'s commitment to set a
good green example, the Department set up the Green
Manager Scheme in November 1993 to enhance green

housekeeping measures.

The Department adopts various green measures to
minimise paper consumption and to conserve energy
such as using scrap paper, double-sided copying,
communicating by electronic mail, collecting waste
paper for recycling, modifying group lighting switches
to individual switches, switching offlights, appliances
and air-conditioners when not in use, using high
efficiency electric lamps, reducing light to the
minimum required for illumination, keeping windows
and doors close while an indoor air-conditioning system
in operation, installing air curtains at the entrance of
clinics and reducing water consumption. To step up
the efforts in paper saving, the Department has been
approved with funding to increase electronic mail users

by triple in the coming two years.

Being the health adviser of the Government, the
Department has taken a leading role in the smoke-free
workplace policy since 1982. With effect from 1 April
1996, this policy has been applied to all institutions of
the Department.

The Department issued a policy statement on
environmental protection in June 1996 and
re-circulated circulars on green housekeeping regularly
to enhance staff awareness and encourage their

participation in green management programmes.
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Since 1999, the Department has arranged conducting
Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) tests for clinics and carrying
out air-duct cleaning for air-conditioning systems of
clinics by phases in order to enhance the efficiency of
air-conditioning installations and to ensure adequate
fresh air ventilation. Up to the end of 2000, TAQ tests
and air-duct cleaning works have been completed for

52 clinic service units.

The Department also takes into consideration of
environmental protection elements in the design of
new clinics such as reducing the use of materials which
could have adverse environmental impact and
increasing the use of energy efficient plants and

equipment.
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