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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The Department continues to maintain strong ties with
international health authorities through regular
correspondence, bilateral visits and overseas
conferences. In 2000, the Director of Health
represented Hong Kong during the 51st Session of the
Regional Committee for the Western Pacific Region of
the World Health Organisation held in Manila and
attended, as part of the China delegation, the 53rd
Session of the World Health Assembly held in Geneva.
The attendance of the Director at the Framework
Convention of Tobacco Control in Geneva,
International Congress on Traditional Chinese
Medicine in Beijing, the 10th Conference on Health
Problems Related to the Chinese in North America in
San Francisco, the 11th World Conference on Tobacco
or Health in Chicago and Meeting of Poliomyelitis
Eradication in Kyoto as well as duty visits paid to various
health authorities abroad helped to reinforce linkages
between the Department of Health, Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region and her overseas counterparts.

Apart from the above, the Department also sent officers
to attend overseas conferences and visits which covered
a broad spectrum of areas, such as communicable
diseases, disease prevention and screening, radiation
health, environmental health, traditional Chinese
medicine, travel medicine, regulation of drug, primary
health care, dentistry and tobacco control etc. In 2000,
about 60 overseas conferences/duty visits were

attended.
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