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Figure 21 Family Attendances at Genetic Counselling Unit, 1991 - 2000
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Disease Prevention and Control Division

The Disease Prevention and Control Division (DPCD)
was set up in July 2000. This new service is responsible
for formulating strategies and implementing measures
in the surveillance, prevention and control of

communicable and non-communicable diseases.

On communicable diseases, the DPCD conducts
surveillance on 27 statutory notifiable and other
infections of public health interest. It coordinates the
operation of a sentinel surveillance system that
monitors the trends of influenza-like illness, hand-foot-
mouth disease, and antibiotic resistance in the
community. The DPCD maintains close ties with the
Hospital Authority, Government departments,
professional experts, and health authorities in other
countries on the surveillance and effective control of

communicable diseases.
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Regarding non-communicable diseases, the DPCD
conducts research, identifies health problems and their
determinants, develops and implements overall
strategic plan for effective prevention and control of

non-communicable diseases.

In the 1998 Policy Address, the Department of Health
undertook to establish the Public Health Information
System (PHIS) by 2003 to enhance our ability to collect,
collate, analyse and disseminate health information.
This will contribute greatly towards making evidence-
based decisions on health and health-related policies,
resource allocation, and the planning, implementation
and evaluation of health services and programmes. The

DPCD is tasked with the establishment of the PHIS.

The DPCD is embarking on several new initiatives. It
will extend the scope of sentinel surveillance to
incorporate more diseases of public health importance.
It will improve its capacity to cope with emerging
pathogens and broaden its network with other global
centres of communicable diseases. A territory-wide
cervical cancer screening programme is being planned,
together with the establishment of a Cancer
Coordinating Committee to review the collation of
cancer data and device preventive strategies. The
Division will also develop a men’s health programme

for the promotion of health among men in the territory.
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Department of Health Annual Report 2000-2001



