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Dental Services

The primary objectives of the Dental Service Division
are to raise the oral health awareness of the community,
provide preventive and promotive oral health care
services to the public, as well as provide comprehensive
dental services to civil servants and their dependants
as part of Government'’s contractual obligation to its

employees.

Preventive and promotive oral health care services to
the public are rendered through the School Dental Care
Service (SDCS) and the Oral Health Education Unit
(OHEU). The Division also collaborates with Water
Supplies Department in the regular monitoring of the

level of fluoride in the water supply.

The SDCS, in operation since 1980, promotes oral
hygiene and provides basic and preventive dental care
to primary school children through seven school dental
clinics (SDC) in the territory. In 1999/2000 school year,
428 909 primary school children from 864 schools
participated in the SDCS, accounting for 86.5% of the
total primary school children population in Hong Kong.
Ofall school children who attended in 1999/2000 school

year, 83% were rendered dentally fit (Figure 28).
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Figure 28 Number of School Children Participating in School Dental Care Service and Proportion of
Participants Rendered Dentally Fit in the School Years of 1991/92 - 1999/2000
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for secondary school children.
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The OHEU produced 94 new titles of oral health
education materials in 2000. There were 123 563
attendances at all its programmes and activities. The
OHEU continues to strengthen its efforts on oral health
promotion in a primary care approach and delivers
more outreaching oral health educational programmes
to alarger cross section of the community through the
oral health education bus and the participation in
various health carnivals throughout the territory. The
OHEU also provides a 24-hour oral health education
hotline (2713 6344) and an oral health education
homepage (www.toothclub.gov.hk) to facilitate the
accessibility to oral health information for the general

public.

The Dental Service Division also fulfills Government's
contractual obligation to its employees. Dental services
to this target group are rendered through 40
Government dental clinics providing comprehensive
dental treatment to civil servants and their dependants.
Eleven of these clinics also provide emergency dental
services to the general public as well. The Government
dental service recorded 656 939 visits by civil servants
and dependants, and 100 209 visits by general public
patients in 2000.

Curative dental services are provided to public hospital
patients and prisoners/inmates of correctional
institutions. Patients with special oral health care
needs, such as the mentally and physically
handicapped, receive dental care at seven oral
macxillofacial surgery and dental units (OMS&DUs). In
2000, a total of 9 581 patients with special oral health
care needs were treated at these OMS&DUs.
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A territory-wide oral health survey (OHS) will be
conducted in 2001 to determine the oral health status
and the level of oral health awareness of the
community. Information from OHS 2001 will be useful
in planning and evaluating oral health programmes,
monitoring oral health status vis-a-vis oral health goals

and providing the background for formulating

appropriate oral health policy.
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