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Counselling services at methadone clinics are provided
by social workers of the Society for the Aid and
Rehabilitation of Drug Abusers (SARDA). Methadone
clinics thus provide a point of contact to refer patients
to other treatment and rehabilitation agencies when

necessary.

As drug addiction constitutes a high risk group for AIDS
and other blood borne diseases, health education and
counselling for patients is always a priority.
Concomitant activities include broadcasting of health
educational video and cassette programmes in
methadone clinics, free distribution of condoms and
the provision of blood testing services for patients of
Methadone Treatment Programme. Since November
1999, blood screening services for HIV and hepatitis B

infections have been extended to all methadone clinics.

Pharmaceutical Service

The Pharmaceutical Service ensures the safety, quality
and efficacy of medicines used in Hong Kong. Acting
on the authority of the Pharmacy and Poisons Board,
the Pharmaceutical Service registers and approves the
marketing of pharmaceutical products, issues licences
to drug manufacturers, importers, wholesalers and
retailers, and joins hands with the Police against illegal

sale of controlled medicines. It comprises four sections.
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The Inspection and Licensing Section is responsible for
the enforcement of the provisions of the Pharmacy and
Poisons Ordinance (Cap. 138), the Antibiotics
Ordinance (Cap. 137), and the Dangerous Drugs
Ordinance (Cap. 134). Enforcement is effected through
inspection and licensing of drug manufacturers,
importers, wholesalers and retailers; investigation by
way of test purchases, sampling of products for analysis
and initiation of prosecutions against offenders. In
2000, number of inspections and prosecutions
conducted by the Inspection and Licensing Section of
Pharmaceutical Service were 9 639 and 99 respectively
(Figure 27). Pharmacist inspectors participate in joint
operations with the Police against illegal activities
involving controlled medicines and act as expert
witnesses in the law courts. Traditional Chinese
medicines are also tested for the presence of western
medicines and whether the level of heavy metals

exceeds the permissible limit.

The Pharmaceuticals Registration and Import/Export
Control Section registers pharmaceutical products
before they can be manufactured or imported for local
consumption. An import/export licensing control
system is in place to ensure that only registered
pharmaceutical products are imported into Hong Kong.
To enable health care personnel to identify the
composition of dispensed medicines labelled with
proprietary names, the Section published the latest
edition of the Compendium of Pharmaceutical
Products in 2000 which was also available in the

homepage of the Department.
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Figure 27 Number of Inspections and Prosecutions by the Inspection and Licensing
Section of Pharmaceutical Service, 1991 - 2000
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The Clinic Service Section provides dispensing service CHIRBAAFEEZETE2 IS
to all clinics under the Department of Health. A Y o WIS R EE NN E 2
computerised dispensing system is in use in all clinic HE® KALBIZER A - RNk
premises, including evening clinics. To strengthen the FiT 48 B3 HY AR TF- 3098 WG RS RO I
frontline support in clinic dispensaries, additional ENEBOHIRE TEZENZA

dispensing staff have been recruited and posted to

clinics with heavy workload.

The Procurement and Manufacturing Section works R W T 250 T 54 A4t B R VR L T
with the Government Supplies Department in the iz T it 122 T 18T 2B 28 R S e A BE R
evaluation and selection of medicines and other E AV ZED A0 H M ZE A - 3 B = A
pharmaceutical items for use in the Department of K~ WERALE -

Health and the Hospital Authority. It is also responsible
for manufacturing liquid medicines, ointments and

creams.
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