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Tuberculosis and Chest Service

The Tuberculosis (TB) and Chest Service plays a key
role in the prevention and control of tuberculosis in
Hong Kong. Its main activities cover the surveillance
of tuberculosis, case finding, supervised
chemotherapy, BCG vaccination for newborns and

children aged under 15, health education and research.

The TB and Chest Service operates 18 chest clinics
throughout Hong Kong, providing out-patient service
to patients suffering from tuberculosis and various
chest diseases. In addition to chest clinics, the Service
also runs a Pneumoconiosis Clinic which performs
compensation assessment and offers other health care

services for pneumoconiotic patients.

The total attendance at chest clinics increased from
975145 1in 1999 to 990 513 in 2000. The common types
of new cases seen were acute/chronic bronchitis
(18.2%), acute respiratory infection (12.6%), active
pulmonary tuberculosis (10.7%), inactive tuberculosis
(10.2%), pneumonia (5.2%), active tuberculosis of other
forms (2.2%) and malignant neoplasm of trachea and

bronchus (1.6%) (Figure 25).
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The coverage of BCG vaccination for newborn babies BERRNEERHAT AR EE
has persistently been over 98% since 1980. —NN\BELIR—BEAEFAE 8% DAL ©
Disseminated forms of tuberculosis in infants and B 50 R ) 2 R R O A6 RO I B 7
young children are now relatively rare. The local BCG MERAER - A T EE—
revaccination programme for primary school children B  NERA TR TSR A
has been stopped from the school year 2000/01 FIRESHAL -
onwards.

Figure 25 Common Types of New Cases Seen at TB and Chest Clinics, 2000
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