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Special Preventive Programme for AIDS and Viral

Hepatitis

The Special Preventive Programme (SPP) is responsible
for the prevention, surveillance and clinical
management of HIV/AIDS and the prevention of viral
hepatitis in Hong Kong. Its four main areas of activities
include clinical programme, HIV prevention and
health promotion, policy development as well as

research and epidemiology programme.

The clinical programme of SPP specialises in the
delivery of services to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The services range from hotlines, HIV counselling and
testing, clinical consultations and treatment, nursing
care to psychosocial support. Other clinical activities
include management of needlestick injuries and
dermatology/genitourinary medicine consultations.
With the opening of the Integrated Treatment Centre
at Kowloon Bay Health Centre in mid-1999, the number
of clients and clinic attendances have continued to
grow. In 2000, the total clinical attendances at SPP were
10 535, a nearly two-third increase from that of 6 441 in
1999.
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The HIV prevention and health promotion programme
addresses HIV prevention in the community setting,
and is delivered largely under the operation of Red
Ribbon Centre (RRC). The mission of RRC is to facilitate
and enhance the community’s response to HIV/AIDS.
Besides designing and implementing activities directly,
SPP also collaborates with community agencies in
undertaking a number of projects such as the Hong
Kong Community Charter on AIDS, the Youth Funding
Scheme on AIDS and the Lions-RRC Fellowship
Scheme. In 2000, in response to rising HIV among drug
users, an outreaching project was initiated through
collaboration with the methadone clinics and the
Society for the Aid and Rehabilitation of Drug Abusers
(SARDA).

The RRC is the UNAIDS Collaborating Centre for
Technical Support, which provides the framework for
interfacing with the Mainland’s AIDS programmes and
developing regional and international collaboration.
RRC is also an AIDS education and resource centre. It
produces a variety of resource materials, including six
regular publications: ACA Newsfile, AIDS Bulletin, The
Node, Hong Kong STD/AIDS Update, Red Ribbon, and

Networking Voice.

As regards policy development, the SPP provides
secretariat and operational support to the Advisory
Council on AIDS (ACA), which advises on the overall
AIDS programme in Hong Kong.
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The research and epidemiology programme of SPP
includes maintaining the voluntary HIV/AIDS
reporting system, coordinating the HIV seroprevalence
system, operating behavioural surveillance
mechanism, supporting STD surveillance programme

and running a series of registries and cohorts.

The SPP also lends support to the Scientific Working
Group on Viral Hepatitis Prevention, which develops
strategies on prevention and control of viral hepatitis,
including that of vaccination. It is responsible for the
provision of hepatitis B vaccination to Government
health care staff, production of resource materials and
supporting education activities for the community. The

collation of epidemiological information on viral

hepatitis in Hong Kong is also supported by the SPP.
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