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Social Hygiene Service

The Social Hygiene Service is responsible for the
prevention and control of sexually transmitted
infections (STT). It also operates dermatology clinics for

management of skin diseases including leprosy.

In the control of STT, social hygiene clinics accept walk-
in clients and provide free medical treatment and
counselling service, thus ensuring a high degree of
accessibility. Staff of the Anti-Venereal Disease Office
carry out contact tracing, health education and
outreach activities to control the spread of STI. Besides
out-patient service, there are also 20 beds in four public

hospitals for the treatment of STT and skin diseases.

In 2000, there were 325 736 total attendances and
40 314 new attendances at social hygiene clinics. The
most common STI seen in 2000 were non-gonococcal
urethritis, non-specific genital infection, gonorrhoea,

genital warts, herpes genitalis and syphilis (Figure 22).

The dermatology clinic provides specialised out-patient
care for referred patients with skin conditions. It is
equipped with modern phototherapy and laser units.
Common skin conditions seen include eczema, tinea,
acne, verruca and psoriasis. Attendance in dermatology

clinic showed an increasing trend (Figure 23).

Cheung Sha Wan dermatology clinic commenced
operation in 2000. An integrated treatment centre for
patients with STT, HIV infection and skin diseases will

be built in Fanling.
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Figure 22 Common Types of Sexually Transmitted Infections of New Attendances at
Social Hygiene Clinics, 2000
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A Non-gonococcal urethritis  JEMERBEAR

B Non-specific genital infection JFEAFFRIERATERS B R

C Gonorrhoea iffi

D Genital warts £285%

E Herpes genitalis 47E23/82

F Syphilis 5
Note Each new patient can be classified under one or more than one type of diseases.
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Figure 23 Attendances in Dermatology Clinic, 1991 - 2000
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