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Forensic Pathology Service

The Forensic Pathology Service provides forensic
pathology and clinical forensic medicine services to
Government departments. It works closely with the
Hong Kong Police Force and provides professional
input on medico-legal aspects of criminal cases. The
Forensic Pathology Service is also responsible for the

operation and management of public mortuaries.

In 2000, some 5 400 post-mortem examinations, 1 200
clinical medico-legal examinations and 20 500

laboratory examinations were performed.

Pathology Service

The Pathology Service provides quality public health
and clinical diagnostic laboratory services to
Government clinics and health centres as well as
certain public hospitals and institutions for both patient
care and public health functions. It comprises eight
laboratories, specialising in bacteriology, virology,
haematology, cytology, histopathology, biochemistry,
immunology and neonatal screening. It supports
several important public health screening programmes
such as neonatal glucose-6-phosphate-dehydrogenase
deficiency, congenital hypothyroidism and cervical
cancer. It also acts as the reference centre for malaria
examination and the tuberculosis reference laboratory

in the territory.

The public health laboratories perform microbiological
examinations of water, food and dairy products. They
also provide laboratory support for the investigation

and control of infectious diseases.
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The Government Virus Unit acts as a local reference
laboratory for the diagnosis and surveillance of various
viral infections including influenza, poliomyelitis,
hepatitis and human immunodeficiency virus
infection as well as viral testings on environmental
samples. It also conducts serological monitoring of
vaccination programmes against childhood infections
in the community and advises on viral outbreaks and

immunisation programmes.

The Institute of Immunology produces and supplies
vaccines and biological products for use in local

hospitals and health services.

The Histopathology and Cytology Laboratory performs
histopathological examination on human tissues and
a small number of examination on animal brains for
Negri bodies relating to suspected rabies cases and
cytological examination of cervical pap smears and

non-gynaecological cytology specimens.

The Tuberculosis Reference Laboratory serves all
Government chest and general out-patient clinics as
well as a number of hospitals and specialist clinics. It
is a reference centre for drug sensitivity and

identification tests of the tubercle bacilli.

The above institutes and laboratories liaise with the
World Health Organisation and related organisations

regularly on the surveillance of infectious diseases.
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With the anticipation of greater demand for pathology
services, the Pathology Service has planned to
strengthen the quality and quantity of service by
centralising its laboratory services into two central
laboratories - the Clinical Pathology Laboratory Centre
(CPLC) and the Public Health Laboratory Centre
(PHLC). The CPLC is a centralised laboratory for
providing diagnostic clinical chemistry and
haematology laboratory services while PHLC is a
centralised laboratory for the other specialties. The
CPLC is planned to operate in 2001 and relocation of
services will be carried out in phases. The PHLC is
expected to commence operation in 2002. These two
centralised laboratories will be installed with state-of-
the-art equipment. Together with the implementation
of the Laboratory Information System (LIS), an
integrated computerised system that support the
laboratory operations in the processing of laboratory

tests, it is hope that the Pathology Service will provide

awider scope of services of higher quality in the future.
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