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Forensic Pathology Service

The Forensic Pathology Service provides forensic
pathology and clinical forensic medicine services to
Government departments. It works closely with the
Hong Kong Police Force and provides professional
input on medico-legal aspects of criminal cases. The
Forensic Pathology Service is also responsible for the

operation and management of public mortuaries.

In 2000, some 5 400 post-mortem examinations, 1 200
clinical medico-legal examinations and 20 500

laboratory examinations were performed.

Pathology Service

The Pathology Service provides quality public health
and clinical diagnostic laboratory services to
Government clinics and health centres as well as
certain public hospitals and institutions for both patient
care and public health functions. It comprises eight
laboratories, specialising in bacteriology, virology,
haematology, cytology, histopathology, biochemistry,
immunology and neonatal screening. It supports
several important public health screening programmes
such as neonatal glucose-6-phosphate-dehydrogenase
deficiency, congenital hypothyroidism and cervical
cancer. It also acts as the reference centre for malaria
examination and the tuberculosis reference laboratory

in the territory.

The public health laboratories perform microbiological
examinations of water, food and dairy products. They
also provide laboratory support for the investigation

and control of infectious diseases.
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