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HEALTH OF THE COMMUNITY

Population Indices

The estimated mid-year population of Hong Kong in
2000 was 6.7 million. The annual growth rate of the

population averaged 1.7% over the period 1991 - 2000.

The crude birth rate in 2000 was 8.1 per 1 000 population
with 53 720 registered births. The crude death rate was
5.1 per 1 000 population with 33 993 registered deaths.

As aresult of decreasing birth rate and increasing life
expectancy, Hong Kong's population has been ageing
steadily (Figure 1). In 2000, 10.9% of the population
were aged 65 and above, the overall dependency ratio
being 386 per 1 000 population aged 15 to 64. The
percentage of population aged 65 and above for 1980
was 6.4% and that of 1990 was 8.5%. By 2010 and 2020,
the figures have been estimated to be 12.1% and 16.5%

respectively.

Remark:

Since August 2000, the ‘resident population” approach has
been adopted by the Census and Statistics Department in
place of the ‘extended de facto” approach for compiling
population estimates. Also, the Population Census which was
conducted in March 2001 provides a benchmark for revising
the population estimates compiled since the 1996 Population
By-census. In this report, population figures and population-
related figures from 1996 onwards have been revised
accordingly. Notwithstanding the change, the revised figures
are broadly comparable with those of earlier years.
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Figure 1 Population Pyramid, 1980, 2000 and 2020
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