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Occupational Diseases

There are 49 notifiable occupational diseases under the
Occupational Safety and Health Ordinance (Cap. 509).
All medical practitioners are required to notify the
Labour Department all suspected notifiable
occupational diseases. The Occupational Health
Service of the Labour Department will promptly carry
out investigation upon notification so that causes of the
occupational diseases or accidents can be identified and

remedial actions will be undertaken in the workplaces.

In 2000, a total of 504 cases of occupational diseases was
confirmed, representing a decrease of 31.3% when
compared with 734 cases in 1999 (Table D). The overall
drop was mainly due to decrease in number of cases of
occupational deafness which has been the most
common occupational disease since it was made
compensable in 1995. As most of the cases of
occupational deafness in past years had been confirmed

and compensated, the number of cases dropped.
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Table D Confirmed Cases of Occupational Diseases
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Disease

WIE

Occupational deafness

B=E MR
Silicosis
g

Tenosynovitis of hand or forearm

FHERIE R R

Tuberculosis
&R

Gas poisoning

REETE

Occupational dermatitis
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Asbestos-related diseases
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Compressed air illness
RBER

Others
HithmaE

Total
B

Source  Occupational Health Service of the Labour Department
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Number of Cases

(EESSEE!
1999 | 2000

388 206
137 105
54 81
57 39
57 36
21 17
15 11
3 6

2 3
734 504




