HEALTH OF THE COMMUNITY

g 2 A # B

CHAPTER ONE

3

=z

s E

Vector-borne diseases

The number of malaria notifications (35 cases) was the
lowest in 25 years (1976 to 2000). All cases except one
were imported. The exception was a local relapse case.
The causative agents for the disease were Plasmodium
falciparum (17 cases), Plasmodium vivax (14 cases) and
Plasmodium malariae (4 cases). There was one death

caused by Plasmodium falciparum in 2000.

There were 11 notifications of dengue fever in 2000. All

of them were imported cases.

Other Infectious Diseases

Surveillance systems have also been set up to monitor
other infectious diseases with public health importance
such as human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
infection, influenza and hand-foot-mouth disease, as

well as on antibiotic resistance.

HIV surveillance programme of the Department of
Health has important role in monitoring the trend of
HIV infection and formulating health care and
prevention programme. The programme collects data
regularly through voluntary reporting, sero-prevalence
monitoring of selected groups and unlinked
anonymous screening. All personal information is kept
confidential. Atthe end of 2000, the number of reported
HIV and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
(AIDS) cases were 1 542 and 500 respectively. Sexual
transmission remains the most important mode of

spread of the infection.
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A sentinel surveillance system of the Department of
Health is in place to monitor influenza-like illness,
hand-foot-mouth disease and antibiotic resistance. The
system operates through the support from a network
of Government general out-patient clinics and medical
practitioners in the private sector. The sentinel
surveillance system was expanded to include all
general out-patient clinics since June 1999 and 47

doctors in private practice since March 2000.

In 2000, the most prevalent strain of influenza virus
during the year was Influenza A (H3N2). Similar to
previous years, peaks of influenza activity were

observed during January to March and June to August.

The enterovirus sentinel surveillance programme was
established in 1998 to monitor the consultation rate and
in-patient statistics of hand-foot-mouth disease
including Enterovirus 71 infection. In 2000, there were
six confirmed cases of Enterovirus 71 infection resulting

in one death.

Sentinel surveillance on antibiotic resistance was
established in July 1999. It aims at providing local
information on the magnitude and trend of antibiotic
resistance at the community level. The occurrence of
penicillin-resistant pneumococci and an increase in
quinolone resistance in enterobacteria were observed
in 2000. The results were disseminated through the
Department’s Public Health and Epidemiology Bulletin
to all registered medical and dental practitioners to

reinforce the importance of proper use of antibiotics.
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