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Leading Causes of Death

Chronic diseases constituted major causes of death in
Hong Kong. In 2000, the top ten leading causes of death
were similar to those of the previous year (Figure 6).
The top five killers were malignant neoplasms (cancer)
(33.0%); heart diseases (16.3%); cerebrovascular
disease (10.5%); pneumonia (8.9%); injury and
poisoning (5.6%). Together, they represented 74.3% of
all deaths. The next five killers in descending order
were nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and nephrosis;
diabetes mellitus; chronic liver diseases and cirrhosis;

septicaemia; and aortic aneurysm.

Hong Kong, like other developed countries of the world,
has gone through its epidemiology transition in
mortality from communicable to non-communicable
diseases in all age groups. With the steady ageing of our
population, the impact and burden of chronic diseases
on our health and health care system would be

undoubtedly going to intensify for the years to come.

Remark:

Causes of death is classified according to the International
Classification of Disease (ICD). The ninth revision of ICD has
been adopted in Hong Kong since 1979 for classification and
coding of causes of death.

BEE2000F2001 & E F R

FEETHEK

BHERBEATBEASLTHER « %
FERFE - FRBEERBEFEEY
(B 6) o B FLIE B A B9 2y T8 1k i AR
(FEIE) (33.0%) ~ LBER (163%) ~
S ME s (105%) ~ MR (8.9%) K18
GIFE (5.6%) » GG T A
74.3% o R B B KRR 4
R BEREAEEERE 2K  BIRE -
(CRE R iR ik <l i R 1
B Ik e o

FHREMTER K~ EAFRFE
i 78 71 v RO 36 T T RS H DA A R
TR IR AR - R AOEL
T 1 i e R R 0 B I B R ALY

£ 05 5 T -

i
SET R IS G #9 » t— A
CALER - T FRIE IR A E A
KAERTHT -



HEALTH OF THE COMMUNITY
& &2 A BB E

CHAPTER ONE

3 =z

£ E
Figure 6 Ten Leading Causes of Death, 2000
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