HEALTH OF THE COMMUNITY
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To meet the health needs and to improve health of
young people, high priority should be given to promote
healthy lifestyle and psycho-social health. Closer
collaboration between professionals from various
sectors including health, education and social work,
and parents is needed to address the health problems
of our younger generation. The Department of Health
also plans to enhance student health services with
outreaching teams under a multi-disciplinary approach

to promote health in school.

Women Health

Women in Hong Kong live with a better health profile
than most developed countries and are at lower risk of
developing common cancers like breast cancer, than
their counterparts in most western countries.
However, cervical cancer remains a significant cause
of morbidity and mortality. In 1999, cervical cancer was
the fourth most common cancer in women in Hong
Kong. It accounted for 3.0% of deaths from cancer in

women in 2000.

It has been well documented that an organised,
population-based cervical screening programme is
effective in reducing incidence and mortality from
cervical cancer. With joint efforts and collaboration
from different health sectors, the Government will
develop an effective cervical cancer screening

programme.
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