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Cancer

The Hong Kong Cancer Registry operated by Hospital
Authority has provided useful information on the

incidence of cancer in Hong Kong.

In 1999, lung cancer and breast cancer were the most
common cancer diagnosed in male and female
respectively. The types of cancer with highest
incidence in 1999 were shown in Figure 15. Figure 16
and Figure 17 showed incidence trends of the five
leading causes of cancer in male and female
respectively. Over the past two decades, the age-
standardised incidence rate of breast cancer in female
showed an increasing trend while the age-standardised
incidence rates of lung cancer for both male and female
showed an overall decline. The overall decline might
be a sign that efforts to combat smoking were paying
off. However, it is important to sustain these efforts, as
the smoking prevalences in youth and females are

increasing in recent years.
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Figure 15 Top Ten Cancer New Cases Notified to the Hong Kong Cancer Registry, 1999
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Figure 16 Age-standardised Incidence Rates* of Five Leading Cancer New Cases Notified
to the Hong Kong Cancer Registry in Male, 1983 - 1999
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Figure 17 Age-standardised Incidence Rates* of Five Leading Cancer New Cases Notified
to the Hong Kong Cancer Registry in Female, 1983 - 1999
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Notes Ranking according to 1999 number of new cases.
* According to the world standard population published in the 1997-99 World Health Statistics Annual.
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